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An SOS message from INDIA to Durban 
Conference on “Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerances” 


“International Racism is the child of 
India’s Casteism” 


The above findings are the result of research conducted by a team 
of research scholars viz., Dr.M.Deivanayagam Ph.D. Dr.D.Devakala 
Ph.D. and Dr.J.D.Baskara Doss Ph.D. of the University of Madras, India. 
The gist of the findings of the team in their doctoral dissertations are 
furnished in a paper prepared by Dr.M.Deivanayagam and Dr.Devakala 
with an appeal to UNO to take up the issue with all concerned. 


The said NEW research findings vindicate that it is the religious 
Institutions of India first, and then followed by those in the West, which 
uphold and perpetuate Casteism and Racism. 


Kindly circulate the enclosed paper amongst the participants of 
the Durban Conference for a serious and meaningful discussion leading 
to remedial measures. 


Dr.M.Deivanayagam Ph.D. Dr.Devakala Ph.D. 
Founder Executive Research Associate 
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INTERNATIONAL RACISM IS THE CHILD OF 
INDIA’S CASTEISM 


- A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 


The United Nations Organisation is organizing a conference in Durban 
(South Africa) in August - September 2001, the agenda being, “Racism, 
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerances’. 


Without knowing the root cause of any disease, it cannot be cured. 
Likewise without knowing the root cause of racism, the epidemic, it cannot 
be extirpated. Also, it is very important to have a thorough knowledge about 
racism, and it offshoots since it paves way for a total destruction of world 
peace. 


1. ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF RACISM 
IN WORLD SOCIETY 


Many are not aware of the historical facts about from where did 
racism develop and entered in to world society. 


The Encyclopaedia Britannica states that, 
. ..By the second half of the 19th century, racism was accepted 
as fact by the vast majority of Western scientists, and various 
forms of it were popularized through the writings of Joseph- 
Arthur, comte de Gobineau. Houston Stuart Chamberlian, 
Rudyard Kipling, Alfred Rosenberg, and Adolf 
(UbCRees. ati.ud cco iesy sc... 0 oe! 4 


“With European colonial dominance in the world by the 18th century, 
European philosophers and social scientists began to view the white race 
as superior to all others. Race emerged as the fundamental explanation of 
world history, for the rise and fall of Civilizations, and for the dominance of 
white people over people of color. In the 19th century, Germany and England 
both played central roles in the promotion of white racism, and ironically, 
opposed each other in the two wars fought for world dominance in the 20th 
century” 2 
1. Web site : http://www geocities com/Athens/Parthenon/2104 and http://www. angelfire.com/al/ 


appiusforum - Dr. Alexander Harris 
2. Social Issues, Race, Caste & Class in the Americas and South Asia, Saxali Magazine, V3N1, 


Revised, 1997, July 17 
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Naturally, a question arises as to why did racism appear in the 19th 
century? 


“In the tradition of Wesierr scholarship, ‘these is no work that 
has had such great fame and has for centuries been consid- 
ered to be so authoritative as the Manavadharmasastra. Manu 
was among the first Sanskrit works to be translated into any 
European language. The earliest translation of the text, pub- 
lished in Calcutta in 1794, was that of Sir William jones, one of 
the founding fathers of modern Indology; the statue of Jones in 
St Paul’s Cathedral in London holds a volume of Manu in its 
hand. Jones’s English translation was then translated into Ger-. 
man and published by J. Chr. Huttner in Weimar in 1797. The 
rapid appearance of subsequent translations in French, Ger- 
man, Portuguese, and Russian (see the bibliography), and the 
inclusion of the text in the monumental Sacred Books of the 
East series edited by F. Max Muller, are testimonials to the his- 
torical and religious importance that European Orientalists con- 
ferred on the work”.$ 


The answer to the above question is found in Sir William Jones’ 
publishing his translation of Manu Dharma Sastra, devised by the Indian 
Aryans, from Sanskrit into English in 1794. Manu Dharma Sastra is the first 
ever aparthird duel code of conduct instituted by the Aryan Indians one set 
for the white Aryans and another discriminatory set for the non - White 
Indians. The Aryans were quick to portray Manu Dharma Sastra as the 
Hindu law, and through its translation in English by Sir William Jones this 
poison was spread to the western world from India. As stated earlier racism 
was accepted as a fact of life, by a vast majority by the second half of the 
19th century and many European scholars under it’s influence started 
identifying themselves with the Aryans. 


A.A. MacDonell in his book titled ‘India’s Past’ states, 


“This work summarizes India’s intellectual history, which in its 
various aspects has been the subject of my studies for slightly 
more than half a century (1875 to 1926). It sets forth in nine 
chapters the mental development of the most easterly branch of 
Aryan civilization since it entered India by land till it came in contact 


3. Wendy Dongier, Brain K. Smith (Trans), Introduction, ‘The Laws of Manu’, Penguin Books, New 
Delhi, F.P.1991, Pp. XViii-xix 


by sea with the most westerly branch of the same civilization 
after a separation of at least 3.000 years. The four centuries that 
have since elapsed (1498 to 1926) are here touched upon only 
as showing the most recent distribution of the Indian vernaculars 
and the rise of their literature, as well as the process by which 
the development of the purely indigenous period gradually 
became known to the new-comers from the west.... These two 
Civilizations, starting from a common source, have after a 
separation of at least 3,000 years again become united during 
the last four centuries, representing together a quarter of the 
total of the earth's inhabitants. During these four centuries the 
new-comers from the west have gained acquaintance with and 
recovered the history of India’s past mental development. At this, 
as set forth in the following pages, will, | trust, contribute something 
to clearer mutual understanding by two civilizations which in their 
Origin were one and the same” 4 


History reveals that the Aryans of India were the ones who devised 
Manudharma Sastra and got it translated in 1794 by Sir.William Jones and 
spread racism in the world society. 


Thus the principles of aparthed enunciated in the Manudharma Sastra 
of the Indian Aryans is the root cause of the concept of Racism and racial 
fanaticism of Hitler who declared that the German whites were a Superior 
race and on which assumption he massacred six million Jews. The ideology 
about the Aryan race was passed on to the Germans from the Indian Aryans. 
They did not know about this ideology until they had contact with the Indian- 
Aryans. 


2. WHO ARE THE ‘ARYANS’, WHO 
ORIGINATED RACISM IN INDIA 


Until 18th century, apart from India the term ‘Aryan’ does not occur in 
any of the world literature including European literature. Though Europeans 
claim that they belong to Aryan race, we do not find even the word ‘Aryan’ 
in their literature until 18th century. 


Generally, it is supposed that there is an Aryan race, with a very ancient 


4. AA. MacDonell, india’s Past, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1927, Pp.v-vii 


5 


history. But scrutiny of history of the ‘Aryans’ disprove many such claims of 
the ‘Aryans’. 


The term ‘Aryan’ was coined by the Indians i.e., the Dravidians to 
denote the groups of foreign invaders who came into India from outside, 
without any religion, during various periods. They spoke different languages 
and entered in different groups. In Dravidian India, since the term ‘Aryan’ 
was used in order to identify those who are non - Dravidians, it has led to 
the wrong impression that there is an Aryan race in the world society. The 
historic fact, however, is that groups of foreigners who came with religions 
of their own are Israelites, Jews, Zoroastrians, Syrian Christians, Muslims 
and European Christians, known after the name of their religions. 


The groups of foreign invaders who came without any religion of their 
own in various periods are Persians, Greeks, Sakas, Kushanas and Huns 
who were denoted by a common term ‘Aryan’ by the Indian Dravidians. 
The different periods of their invasion of India are as given below: 


Persians - 6 c.B.C. 
Greeks - 4'c.B.C. 
Sakas -2%c.B.C. 
Kushans - 1*c.A.D 
Huns - 4" Cc. A.D 


Romans were not invaders but they came for trade. They were also 
included in the term ‘Aryan’ since they also came without any religion of 
their own. 


Until 7" c.A.D. they invader groups were not united together. They 
were capturing and losing political power from the Indian Dravidians 
individually. So they were fighting against each other. 


It was in 7" c.A.D. after the demise of Harsha, the last great Dravidian 
Emperor, the invading groups joined together and formed an United Front 
against Indian Dravidians at Mount Abu of Rajasthan. Because of their 
united efforts, they were able to capture political power from the Indian 
Dravidians in North India and they formed ‘Aryavardha’, the Kingdom of the 
Aryans. 


Treating this ‘united front’ as one race is a historical error. 


Amongst the Aryans of Aryavardha, three sections were developed 
viz., Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaishyas. 


3. IS SANSKRIT THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
ARYANS? 


Itis also generally believed that Sanskrit is the langauge of the Aryans. 
But scrutiny of history proves otherwise. It should be noted that the language 
of none of the invaders or the traders was Sanskrit. They had their own 
respective languages. Sanskrit was never spoken anywhere by any of these 
groups any time outside India. 


1. Sanskrit inscriptions do not occur in the pre - Christ era. First occurence 
of Sanskrit is only from 2nd c.A.D.5 


2. King Ashoka’s insrciptions are in the languages that were existing at 
that time, and also they were in Greek and Aramaic, the foreign 
languages that were existing in his kingdom. But none of the inscriptions 
of Asokan edicts are in Sanskrit.6 


3. _ Ashoka’s inscriptions command the cessation of animal sacrifice in the 
name of worship. Would there not have been an inscription in Sanskrit 
also at the time of Ashoka, whose inscriptions commanded the 
cessation of animal sacrifice, if Sanskrit was existing in his period? 


4.SANSKRIT WAS FORMED BY DRAVIDIANS 


Earliest Sanskrit Ithihasas like Ramayana was written by Valmiki, a 
Dravidian and Mahabharatha, written by Vedavyasa, a Dravidian and the 
Epics written by Kalidasa, a Dravidian. Also it should be noted that even 
the Vedas were compiled not by the Aryans but by Vedavyasa, a Dravidian. 
Adi Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhva were not the Original authors but the 
commentators of the Dravidian religious literature viz.,Brahma Sutra, 
Bhagavadgita and Upanishads which were in Sanskrit. 


It should be noted that Buddhism and Jainism are the religions opposed 
to animal sacrifice, whereas Saivism and Vaishnavism are the religions of 
fulfillment of sacrifice, i.e., Vedantic religions of the Dravidians.. If there is 
no sacrifice, there will be no room for fulfilment of sacrifice. It is Clear that 
the doctrine of fulfilment of sacrice can take its development from the doctrine 
of sacrifice alone. In order to explain Vedanthic philosophy, i.e., the philosophy 


5. Nirad C. Chaudhuri, Hinduism, Oxford University Press, 1979, Pp.38,39 
6. B.N.Mukherjee, Studies in the Aramaic Edicts of Asoka, Indian Museum, Calcutta, 1984, P.47 


7 


of fulfilment of sacrifice of the Dravidians, Veda vyasa compiled the worship 
songs, which give importance to sacrifice, in Sanskrit, and christened them 
as Vedas. 


Sanskrit was formed from out of the existing languages of that period 
in the post - Christ era. They include Pali of Buddhism, Arthamagathi of 
Jainism, Tamil, and also the foreign languages that were existing at that 
time in India because of foreigh invaders such as Persian, Greek, and also 
Latin which was the language of the foreign traders all of which were in use 
at that time. 


Sir. William Jones while translating Manu Dharma Shastra, on seeing 
Persian, Greek and Latin words in Sanskrit, came to the wrong conclusion 
that Sanskrit was the mother of these languages, presuming Sanskrit as 
the language of the Aryans, also he wrongly concluded that Aryans and the 
people whose language is Persian, Greek and Latin are of the same race. ” 


When Sir. William Jones translated Manudharma Sastra from Sanskrit 
to English, the Europeans were not aware of the glorius past of the Dravidinas 
at that time since the Dravidians were the victims of racial and caste 
discrimination devised and imposed by the Aryans. 


Even Caldwell who had done a deep research on Indian languages 
and wrote ‘Comparative Grammer on Dravidian Languages’ was not aware 
of Early Tamil Sangam literature since they were not unveiled at that time. 


Indus Valley Civilization that reveals the greatness of the Dravidians® 
was also not brought to light at that time. Maxmuller who wrote ‘Sacred 
Books of the East’ was not aware of the Early Tamil Sangam literarure, 
Thirukkural, that has been translated in more than 46 languages and Bhakthi 
literature viz., Saiva, Vaishnava literature, are known as the Dravidian Vedas. 


S- DRAVIDIAN RELIGION* 


When Britishers started their rule in India, on the basis of Islamic law 


7. (i) R.S. Sharma, Looking for the Aryans, Oriental Longman Ltd., Madras-2, F.P.1995, P.1 
(ii) A.A. Macdonell, Op.Cit., P.240 


8. (i) John Marshall, Mohenjodaro and the Indus Civilization Vol | & Vol.li, Arthur Probsthin, Lon- 
don - 1931 
(ii) Ernest Mackay, Early Indus Civilization, New Delhi Indological Book Corporation, 1976 
(iii) D. Devakala Jothimani, Origin and development of Tamil Bhakti Movement (in the light of 
Bible), Dept. of Christian Tamil literature, University of Madras, 1993. 

* For more details please see Annexure Il for a Paper on “Dravidian 
Religion - A Study” presented by Dr.Devakala in a National Seminar 
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they administered justice to Indian Muslims. Similarly Christian Law became 
handy for them to administer justice to Indian Christians. But the Britishers 
found it difficult to administer justice to those Indians who did not belong to 
Islam or Christianity. At this juncture, the Brahmins of Calcutta gave the 
book of Manu, which was the political law book of the Aryans, to Sir William 
Jones, the then European Judge of the Supreme Court of Calcutta. Since it 
was given for administering Indians, who were Non - Christians and Non - 
Muslims, that law book was christened as ‘Hindu Law’ or ‘Hinduism’ by the 
Europeans. Thus the term ‘Hinduism’ was coined by the Europeans to denote 
Manudharma Sastra which has nothing to do with religion. 


Recent researches reveal that the Hindu religion is the religion of the 
Dravidians. The term Hindu religion specifically refers to Saivism and 
Vaishnavism, which originated through the Bhakthi Movement in Tamil Nadu 
apart from Buddhism and Jainism.9 The bhakthi Movement that originated 
in Tamil Nadu is referred to as the religion of the Tamilians or the religion of 
the Dravidians. 1° 


6  Saivism and Vaishnavism were the religions of the Tamils or the 
Dravidians, developed in Tamil Nadu and propagated by Nayanmars 
and Alwars. 


The 63 Nayanmars (Saints) of Saivism belonged to Tamilnadu alone. 
The 12 Alwars (Saints) of Vaishnavism belonged to Tamilnadu alone. 


6 The Twelve holy books of Saivism - Thirumurai (which is called ‘Dravida 
Vedam’) are found only in Tamil language . 


6 The ‘Nalayira Divya Prabandam’ which is called the ‘Dravida Vedam’ 
of Vaishnavism is found only in Tamil language. 


6 230 out of the 275 Ancient Saivite Temples of India are located in 
Tamilnadu. 


6 96 out of the 108 Ancient Vaishnavite Temples of India are located in 
Tamilnadu. 


on “Dravidian Philosophy” conducted by the Dravidian University, 
Kuppam, Andhra Pradesh, India on 03.08.2001. 

9. (i) Dr. M. Deivanayagam, Comparative Study of Bible Thirukkural and Saiva Siddhantha, 
International Institute of Tamil Studies, F.Ed.1985 
(ii) Or. Devakala, Op.Cit. 
(iii) Dr. J.0. Baskara Doss, Six Dharshanas and the religion of the Tamils (in the light of Bible), 
Dept. of Christian Tamil lit., University of Madras, (Unpublished Thesis), Oct.1998 


10. Ibid 


6  InSaivism, the term, Kovil (Temple) means the temple at Chidambaram 
which is in Tamilnadu. 


8 In Vaishnavism, the term, Kovil (temple) means the temple of 
Thiruvarangam in Tamilnadu. 


6 Aryans did not have temple culture. 


The Saivite temples of Tamil Nadu are all built according to the ‘Agarmic’ 
principles, unknown to Aryans. Saivite temples and Israelite temples 
are identical and are of Dravidian origin. The Bhakti Movement of 
Tamilnadu and the evolution of Saivism and Vaishnavism in Tamilnadu 
thereafter, have links with Early Indian Christianity i.e., Christianity that 
developed in Indian culture, in Indian language and in Indian soil from 
the early centuries of Christian era. 


6 — Religious thoughts evolved by Dravidian saints in the shape of Saivism 
and Vaishnavism were translated from Tamil into Sanskrit and 
propagated all over India. 


Dravidians constitute 90% of India’s population, whereas Aryan 
population is only 10%. 


Thus we see that Hinduism denotes ‘Hindu Law’ i.e., Manu Dharma 
Sastra and ‘Hindu religion’ denotes Saivism and Vaishnavism. 


6.EARLY INDIAN CHRISTIANITY UNDER THE 
CLUTCHES OF INDO-EUROPEANS 


Thirunavukarasar, the Founding Father of Bhakthi Movement was a 
Tamilian or Dravidian. He converted the people who were following Jainism 
and Buddhism into Saivism, a monotheistic religion during 7" c.A.D through 
the method of non-violence. Hence he had to undergo persecution. He was 
the first one who converted a king from Jainism to Saivism and made Saivism 
as a State Religion. 


Just like Christianity, a non violent religion was brought under the 
clutches of the Europeans from the period of Constantine from 4" c.A.D., 
through violent method, Saivism, a non violent religion was brought under 
the clutches of the Aryan Brahmins from the period of 
Thirugnanasampanthar, an Aryan Brahmin (7"c.A.D.), through the method 
of violence by impaling 8000 Jains (Tamils or Dravidians). 
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Jainism and Buddhism were atheistic and agnostic religions of India in 


pre — Christ era. Saivism and Vaishnavism, the monotheistic religions were 
developed in Tamil Nadu through Bhakthi Movement in the post — Christ 
era. Advaita, Visishtadvaita and Saiva Sidhdhantha originated from Tamil 
land and spread to the whole of India. 


Jainism and Buddhism, atheistic and agnostic religions were existing 


in Tamil land in the pre — Christ era. If so how did monotheistic religion 
develop in the same land in the post — Christ era? 


It is a point, which needs in-depth analysis. 


Sangam Tamil literature (approximately from 3° ¢.B.C. to 3" c.A.D.) 
make references about Greeks, Romans, Jews and Syrians as ’. 
Yavanas’. "1 


In Tamil Nadu archeologists have excavated a large number of coins of 
King Augustus, a Yavana, who was the ruler of Roman kingdom when 
Jesus Christ was born. 12 


It is a traditional belief that St. Thomas, a Yavana and a disciple of Jesus 
Christ came to Tamil land, preached Christianity, and was killed and 
buried in Mylapore, in Tamil land.15 


Recent researches reveal that Early Indian Christianity i.e., Christianity 
that developed in Indian soil, in Indian language, in Indian culture has 
given birth to the monotheistic religions of Saivism and Vaishnavism. 
Early Indian Christianity developed in four dimensions, Mythical, Literary, 
Theological and Historical. This fact is proved on the basis of historical, 
literary, epigraphic, and philosophic evidences in more than three 
Doctoral Dissertations from the University of Madras, Tamil Nadu. 


It is in fact hard to dispute the existence of Syrian Christianity in Kerala, 
a part of Tamil land at that time, from 4°.c.A.D. which is different from 
Early Indian Christianity that was developed from 1°c.A.D. in the Indian 
Culture and Indian language as Saivism and Vaishnavism. 


11. Agananuru 149; Purananuru 56 

12. R. Krishnamurthy, Pandyas-Peruvazhuthi Coins, 161, Annasalai, Chennai-600 002, 
F.Ed Dec.1987, Pp.82-83 

13. A.L. Basham, The Wonder That Was India, Rupa & Co, 1994, P.26 


7.CHRISTIANITY UNDER THE CLUTCHES OF 
WHITE EUROPEANS 


At present the whites have great appreciation for racism. Amongst the 
major religions of the world, Christianity is the one that has been affected 
terribly by Racism since Christianity alone has separate worship places for 
Whites and Non — Whites whereas there is no separate worship place for 
Whites and Non- Whites in Buddhism and Islam. 


Jerusalem, located in Asia, is the birthplace of Christianity. Jesus Christ, 
an Asian, was crucified by Romans, the Europeans. After Jesus Christ, Roman 
Emperors, the Europeans, also persecuted his followers. Till the period of 
Constantine, Christianity was a spiritual religion professing and practicing non- 
violence and forgiveness. Cross-was misused by Constantine to execute violence 
and he waged war against his opponents to win political power. During the period 
of Constantine i.e., 4"°c.A.D. Christianity came under the clutches of Romans. 
Till then it was a spiritual movement. And after the period of Constantine it was 
made an instrument for acquiring political power for the White Europeans. For 
the past 1600 years, the white Europeans, alone continue to be the religious 
leaders (Popes) for Christianity. This has created a wrong impression that the 
White Europeans are superior by birth and has led to the development of Racism 
from 19" c.A.D. in the West. 


Racism, originated by the Aryan Brahmins of India had penetrated 
into Christianity that was already under the control of the White Europeans. 
This happend because since the Europeans were made to believe that they 
were also Aryans by race. Henceforth the Europeans took the Indian Aryan 
Brahmins into their fold as Indo Europeans. 


8.0CCUPATIONAL VARIATIONS AND 
CASTEISM 


It is not uncommon to see occupational groups that exist all over the 
world. Amongst these groups there are Rulers, Priests, Traders, Peasants 
and other workers. Social Status and Positional values are attributed 


according to their occupation in the world society and it can never be regarded 
as Casteism. 


Many confuse occupational variations with casteism since they are 
not aware of the intricacies of casteism. 
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Sangam literature, the ancient Tami literature, which make mention 
about the four groups ( Naarpaal’ ), refers to Only occupational variations. 


During the period of King Chandra Gupta Maurya, Selucus Niketar, a 
Greek ruler sent Megasthenes, an ambassador to his royal assembly. 
Megasthenes in his book ‘Indica’ makes mention about the groups prevalent 
in the Mauryan Kingdom. As was mentioned above, it is very evident that 
the above groups have nothing to do with the later caste divisions. 


After the emergence of caste Stratification, with a main aim to 
implement and uphold caste system, the Brahminical and pro -Brahminical 
commentators twisted the ancient Indian literature with the help of the rulers 
by way of serious mutilations, interpolations, misinterpretations and 
permutation and combination etc., and consequently the ancient Indian 
literature had lost their originality. 


Adi Sankara played a very damaging key role in this regard. His 
Advaitic philosophy is only a twisted commentary for the Dravidian literature. 
While commenting on the Dravidian literature he has made mentions in 
very many places that the Dravidians are not entitled to read their own 
religious literature. He translated his evil ideologies into practice with the 
help of the rulers of India. He instituted Sankara Mutts mainly to implement 
race and caste system on a permanent footing in the Dravidian Indian soil. 


Before the period of Sankara, the Indian society was under the control 
of the rulers. Sankara undertook the spadework to bring the Indian society 
under the control of Aryan priestly class. The Brahmins were the Fire 
worshippers and were not the followers of any religion. Worship is universal 
in character. All religions of the world emerged only from Asia. 


Aryans were the followers of Fire worship. Being an Aryan and a Fire 
worshipper Adi Sankara accomplished his task of bringing the Indian society 
as the followers of fire worshippers. By diluting the monotheistic concept of 
Saivism and Vaishnavism and twisting the concept of cycle of birth of Jainism 
and Buddhism he devised Monism, which upgrades the Brahmins as superior 
by birth as Advaita Philosophy. He gave misinterpretation to the scriptural 
saying ‘Aham Brahmasmi’, as ‘| am God’ to suit his ideology. According to 
his interpretation, Brahmins alone can claim that they are ‘gods’. 


He was hypocritically making use of Trinity doctrine (Siva, Vishnu, 
Brahma ) of Saivism and Vaishnavism, smearing holy ashes of Saivism on 
his forehead, and was pronouncing the name ‘Narayana’ of Vaishnavism, 
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and claiming that he was a Brahmin since Brahma was in his heart, but 
worshipped Fire. 

Making use of the theory of cycle of birth of Jainism and Buddhism, he 
twisted and explained that according to the amount of one’s good deeds in 
his previous births he would be born as the one in the higher rank in the 
caste system and had he committed wrong deeds he would be born in the 
lower grades. The grade of their birth would be decided by the amount of 
their good or bad deeds. The Brahmins have a tall claim that they are born 
in that particular caste because of their good deeds in their previous birth. 


The ones who vehemently opposed the supremacy of the Brahmins 
were suppressed to be in the lowest rungs of the ladder of caste system; 
the ones who accepted their supremacy were treated to be in the upper 
rungs of the caste ladder. But Brahmins would always be seated at the top 
most position in the caste stratification; thereby the Brahmin supremacy 
can never be questioned. 


9, SLAVERY — RACISM - CASTEISM 


FOUR STAGES FOR SLAVERY 
First stage - Ethnic Groups 
Society living as ethnic groups all over the world. 
Second stage — Political Power: 
Amongst the ethnic groups political power emerges — petty rulers. 
Third Stage: — Control over other ethnic group: 


When one ethnic group defeated and won the other ethnic group it 
started controlling the defeated ethnic group. 


Fourth Stage: - Slavery: 


The conquering ethnic group starts enslaving the vangished ethnic 
group and rules over them. When the defeated ethnic group regains political 
power, it starts enslaving the other ethnic group. Thus slavery is 
perpectuated. 


These Four stages occur all over the world through the ages. 
POLITICAL POWER ALONE IS THE ROOT CAUSE FOR SLAVERY. 
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OFFSHOOT OF SLAVERY IS RACISM 
Fifth Stage : Racism 


When a ruling ethnic group wants permanently to maintain slavery 
over an other ethnic group once defeated by them, forms a new philosophy 
to justify enslavement. In this manner Racism emerges as a philosophy. 
Biological factors, genes, skin pigmentation, colour differentiation and similar 
factors... are focused and described as various criteria to justify racism. 


POLITICAL POWER AND PHILOSOPHY JUSTIFYING ENSLAVEMENT 
ARE ROOT CAUSES FOR RACISM. 


Also it should be noted that Political power and a philosophy 
justifying enslavement are based on external factors. It has nothing 
to do with internal religious beliefs. 


OFFSHOOT OF RACISM IS CASTEISM : 
Sixth Stage: Casteism 


If the ruling ethnic group is a minority and the enslaved ethnic group 
is majority, it is natural for the ruling minority to have a fear about the majority 
group that they would unite together and dethrown the minority at any 
opportune time. Therefore the ruling minority group is forced to keep the 
majority weak by fragmenting them into so many divisions and making the 
divisions to hate and degrade each other. In India this has been achieved 
by introducing a graded group of system called caste system. 


For the majority to be fragmented into so many divisions and making 
them to hate, degrade and fight against each other, the religious beliefs of 
the majority have been utilized. For this, the minority has twisted and 
misinterpreted the religious beliefs of the majority according to the selfish 
and designs of the minority-ruling group. 


It would be of interest to note that this can be done only in respect of a 
nation where the ruling minority has no religion of its own and the majority 
ruled by them have their own religions. If the ruling minority has a religion of 
its own, it would not opt to follow the religious the majority and manipulate it 
according to the interest of the ruling minority. 


THUS (1) POLITICAL POWER, (2) PHILOSOPHIES JUSTIFYING 
ENSLAVEMENT AND (3) RELIGIOUS SANCTION BY TWISTED 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS ARE MAINTAINING CASTEISM. 
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- Root cause for Slavery  - Political power 
- Root cause for Racism - Political Power + Philosophy 
justifying enslavement 
- Root cause for Casteism - Political Power + Philosophy 
justifying enslavement + Religious 
sanction by manipulated religious beliefs. 


10.VARNASHRAMA DHARMA AND 
MANU DHARMA 


‘Dharma’ - in ‘Varnashrama Dharma’ means Dharma or 
Adharma? : 


‘Dharma’ is the most sacred word of India. It means religion, spirituality, 
compassion, justice and so on. It comes to us from Dhamma of the Lord 
Buddha. 


Manu Dharma Sastra justifies the principle ‘Might is Right’ as evidenced 
from the following: 


What is destitute of motion is the food of those endowed with 
locomotion, (animals) without fangs are the food of those with 
fangs; those without hands — of those who posses hands, and 
the timid of the bold. The eater who daily even devours those 
destined to be his food, commits no sin, for the creator himself 
created both the eaters and those who are to be eaten ( for the 
special purposes). '4 


According to Lord Buddha, Dharma meant compassion and love 
towards other lives. It was non — violent. In contrast, the Dharma of the 
Varnashrama Dharma Sastra justifies killing of the fellow lives. Thus the 
term Dharma of Varnashrama Dharma justifies violence and hence it is anti 
~ Dharma or adharma. Out of this adharma arises oppression, slavery and 
annihilation. 


*Varna’- in Varnashrama Dharma means Colour Discrimina- 
tion and Racism: 


Varna means colour. The indigenous people of India are Dravidians, 
who were non — Whites. Foreigners who invaded India were White in colour. 


14. Manu Dharma Sastra, Chapter V.29 — 30 


According to Varnashrama Dharma, the White coloured invaders were 
considered superior and the non — Whites, inferior. The Varnashrama 
Dharma justified that on the basis of colour, the Whites had every right to 
Suppress, torture, enslave and even annihilate the non — Whites. 


“Ifa man of the lowest caste injures a man of a higher caste with 
some particular part of his body, that very part of his body should 
be cut off, Ifa man raises his hand or a stick, he should have his 
hand cut off, if in anger he strikes with his foot, he should have 
his foot cut off. If a man of inferior caste tries to sit down on the 
same seat as a man of superior caste, he should be branded on 
the hip and banished, or have his buttocks cut off. If in his pride 
he spits on him, the king should have his two lips cut off; if he 
urinates on him, the penis; if he farts at him, the anus. If he 
grabs him by the hair, or by the feet, the beard, the neck, or the 
testicles, (the king) should unhesitatingly have his hands cut off 15 


Racism: 


On the basis of the colour of their skin, all the White — skinned invaders 
combined together and they were known as ‘Aryans’. Thus the notion of an 
Aryan race developed in India. 


History says that Indus Valley civilization is that of the Dravidian race 
who were non—Whites in colour. 


According to Varnashrama Dharma the Whites were given the right to 
oppress, torture, enslave, exploit and annihilate the Dravidians because they 
were non—Whites. This is racism. 


Occupational discrimination created by political power: 


The Whites reserved for themselves the three top occupations of 
(1. Priesthood 2. Kingship and 3. Trade). 


The non — White Dravidians who were common people and who were 
forced to surrender to the Aryan rule were made slaves under the Aryans. 
They were called Sudras and added in the Chathurvarna, with the privilege 
of citizenship in Aryavardha. 


Those Dravidian leaders and scholars who did not accept the Aryan 
rule and opposed it were denied citizenship and condemned as enemies 


15. Laws of Manu, Chapter, 8:278 - 283 


and called as the fifth group or Panchamas. They were driven out of the 
Chathurvarna residential colonies. 


Casteism : 


To justify the occupational hierarchy created and enforced by the Aryan 
rulers, placing the Dravidian Sudras and Panchamas below the Aryan 
Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaishyas, they used the Dravidian philosophy of 
Cycle of Birth and Monotheism by twisting them to suit to their interpretation. 


It is Adi Sankara who gave his twisted interpretation to the Dravidian 
religious books. This twisted interpretation is called the Advaita philosophy. 
There is no original and independent book for the Advaita philosophy. 


It is Advaita philosophy which has converted the occupational hierarchy 
of a class structure into a caste system with religious sanctions. The term 
‘Brahmin’ explains this transition. 


_ In all societies there are priests. In the same manner in the Aryan 
society also there were priests. The Advaita philosophy created a new title 
‘Brahmin’ to the priests of Aryans. This word ‘Brahmin’ was derived from 
‘Brahma’ or ‘Brahman’ which means God i.e., Son of God (Son of Siva and 
Vishnu). Brahma happens to be one of the three names of the Trio-Gods of 
the Dravidian six — fold religions, namely Siva, Vishnu and Brahma. Those 
who glorify Siva are Saivites. Those who glorify Vishnu are Vaishnavites. 
Those who glorify Brahma are Brahmans. In the Aryan Vedas there is no 
God in the name of Brahma. 


Thus the Aryan Priests have appropriated the Dravidian God's name, 
Brahma, and used the Advaita philosophy to convert the priesthood that 
belonged to the occupational system into Caste System. They used the 
term, ‘Brahmin’ deriving its sanctions from the Dravidian religions. 


Thus came caste system. To perpetuate this caste system the Aryans 
concocted the story that, Brahmin was born from the head of Brahma, the 
Kshatriya from shoulder, Vaishya from the thigh, and the Sudra from the 
foot. For Panchama no place of origin has been told in the story. These 
stories have been interpolated in the religions and the religious literature of 
the Dravidians and thus casteism has been sanctified and perpetuated. 


Varnashrama Dharma is an anti social monster which has been created 
by the Aryans to spread the five evils of 


1. Slavery 
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2. Colour discrimination 

3. Racism 

4. Occupational discrimination and 
5. Casteism. 


Those who used this monster to commit these atrocities on Indian 
Dravidians are the Aryan Brahmins. 


As stated earlier it is Sir. William Jones, the then Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court at Calcutta, who was instrumental to propagate this poison 
of Varnasharama Dharma all over the world by translating the Manu Dharma 
Sastra from Sanskrit into English in the year 1794. 


The monster of Aryan Varnashrama Dharma has already succeeded 
to spread racism and colour discrimination on a global scale due to European 
colonialism. 


Now the very monster is active to spread occupational discrimination 
and casteism all over the world through the fast expanding Globalization. 


Under Indian Aryan leadership, the five Sankara Mutts of India have 
already strangulated the Indian society by spreading the occupational 
discrimination and casteism promoted by the Advaita philosophy. 


The Aryans are now busy in propagating this Advaita philosophy all 
over the world, twisting the teachings on Cycle of Birth and Monotheism, 
through the New Age Movement, thus spreading casteism and occupational 
discrimination Globally. 


if suitable preventive measures are not taken, there is a great danger 
to the world society in the Third Millennium. 


11. SHOWING HIMSELF THAT HE IS ‘GOD’ 


Since Sir. William Jones had translated Manusmrthi into English, the 
racial discrimination had spread throughout the world. Now Advaita 
philosophy is extending its tentacles throughout the length and breadth of 
the whole world. Wherever Hinduism exists there occurs racism and 
casteism. Casteism is widely prevalent in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
and Srilanka. From 19" c.A.D wherever Christianity exists there occurs racism 
and currently casteism is developing from racism. 


The term ‘Hinduism’ was coined by English people to refer ‘Law of 
Manu’. Hindy religions are different from Hinduism. Hindu rgligions are 
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Jainism, Buddhism, Saivism, Vaishnavism and Sikhism. Among these five 
Indian religions Sikhism developed in the later period. During Adi Sankara’s 
period there were only four religions (Jainism, Buddhism, Saivism and 
Vaishnavism) excluding Sikhism. Adi Sankara tried to corrupt these four 
religions and endeavored to bring them under the clutches of casteism. 
Since Buddhism was totally against casteism, it was completely destroyed 
in India. Jainism underwent persecution and it was brought under the clutches 
of casteism. All the Jain literatures were twisted and bent towards casteism. 


Amongst the Saivites and Vaishnavites those who opposed Brahminism 
were massacred and their literatures were twisted, corrupted and curved 
towards casteism. All the Saivite and Vaishnavite temples were captured 
by the Aryan Brahmins. 


By giving misinterpretation to the concept of ‘Aham Brahmasmi’ they 
captured the top position in the temples and are sitting in the temples as if 
they are the gods. These activities of the Aryan Brahmins that are against 
God reminds one of the following verse; 


“who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or 
that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God.” 16 


No other philosophy in the world correlates to the above verse except 
Advaitic philosophy and to the Aryan Brahmins. 


The Aryan Brahmins have utilized Christianity to spread racism through 
Varnashrama Dharma ,and casteism through Advaitic philosophy since 
Christianity was already corrupted by the Brahmanism that led to separate 
churches for the Whites and the Blacks as already mentioned. 


12. HOW TO LIBERATE THE WORLD SOCIETY 
FROM RACTAL AND CASTE DISCRIMINATION? 


Racism has spread to the world from India’s casteism. India’s 
casteism is existing with the support of manipulated religious beliefs. 
Through manipulated religious beliefs India’s religious heads, viz., 
Sankara Mutts, are maintaining Racism and Casteism adopting 
hereditary privileges and rights. 


To eradicate Racism from the world, Casteism should be removed 
from India. As Casteism is linked with manipulated religious beliefs. 
16. 2 Thessalonians 2:4 ; 
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hereditary privileges and rights given to religious heads i.e., Sankara Mutts 
should be removed. When hereditary privileges given to religious heads will 
be removed, India’s Casteism will be abolished. When Casteism will be 
abolished from India, Racism will be eradicated from the World. 


If this does not happen and India’s Casteism allowed to continue, it will 
not only maintain Racism throughout the World, but also it will spread the 
cancer of Casteism all over the world by manipulated religious beliefs and 
will destroy world peace. 


Manipulation of religious beliefs that have Originated in India has been 
adopted and propagated by Britain by installing the statue of Sir.William 
Jones, holding the “book of Manu’ in his hand in St.Pauls Cathedral, London. 


Religious beliefs, which were originated by Jesus Christ, an Asian, 
have been manipulated by European Whites. Christianity an Asian religion, 
has been under the clutches of the European Whites through Papacy for 
the past 1600 years. 7 


THREE PROPOSITIONS—— 


1. _ In order to eradicate the cancer of racism and casteism, from the world 
society, the five Sankara Mutts of India that are the fountain heads of 
Racism and Casteism, from where this cancer is spreading all over the 
world, should undertake drastic changes. To eradicate racism from the 
five Sankara Mutts, a five year old boy from the oppressed Dravidian 
race, should be appointed as the Bala Sankaracharya in each Mutt and 
that boy should be from the so called lowest caste of oppressed 
Dravidian race, so that racism and casteism will be eradicated 
completely from the Mutts and from the world society. 


2. The White European Christians who claim themselves as Aryans, by 
erecting a statue for Sir William Jones, with Manu Dharma Sastra book 
in his hand, who translated Law of Manu that justifies Varnashrama 
Dharma, in their Christian Church, are the ones who christened the 
Aryan Brahmins of India as the ‘ Indo Europeans’ and professing racism 
all over the world and for the development of racism which led to the 
massacre of six millions of Jews. Hence the statue of Sir. William 
Jones with Law of Manu in his hand should be removed from St. Paul's 
Cathedral Church of England. His statue can have a place in a University 
or in the royal palace but not in a Christian church. 


3. From the period of Constantine, Europeans have been the heads 
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(Popes)of Chriatianiity, an Asian religion. Hence it has paved way for 
considering the White Europeans as Superior and the Non — Whites 
are inferior. This has led to the wrong concept that the Europeans are 
superior by birth and that led to the development of Racism. 


The Present Pope may cause necessary ways and means for Non- 
Europeans also to be selected as future Popes with a view to eradicate 
racism from the world society. 


AN APPEAL TO UNO 


We are aware that the above three propositions are so complex and 
difficult for implementation. At the same time they are so vital and 
indispensable for eradication of Casteism, Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerances, for which 
purpose the United Nations is organizing the conference, at Durban. 


With the aim of liberating the world society from the clutches of Racism, 
Casteism and Related Intolerances, in our own humble way, we have 
been struggling from the year 1994. Copies of our letter 
correspondences exchanged between Sankara Mutts of India, the Pope 
of Rome and the Archbishop of Canterbury, in this regard from 
15.08.1997 onwards are furnished in the ANNEXURE - | for ready 
reference of authorities of UNO. 


Only the World Forum like the UNO, with the backing of the political 
support of the peoples of the world, can tackle such a gigantic and 
vexed problem of International Racism which is the child of Casteism 
of India, as has been analyzed above, for the first time, from a Historic 
Perspective, and hence this appeal submitted to the UNO for their 
kind consideration. 


Dr.M.Deivanayagam Ph.D. Dr.Devakala Ph.D. 
Founder Executive Research Associate 


Dravidian Spiritual Movement & 
The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
278.Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, 
Chennai - 600 023, INDIA. 
PH: 011-044-644 9032 
Fax No. 011-044 — 6600928 
Email: dravida@eth. net 
Website: http:\\www. geocities.com\dravidasamayam 
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ANNEXURE - I 


Letter Correspondence 
with 
HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL Il, 
ARCH BISHOP OF CANTERBURY 


and 


SANKARA MUTTS 


LETTER CORRESPONDENCE WITH 


HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL Il 


OUR REQUEST 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph : 615 022 


Founder : Date : 15:08:'97 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A., Ph.D. 


To 
His Holiness Pope John Paul Il, 
Vatican City, 
Rome, Italy. 


Your Holiness, 


We bring greetings to you from our countrymen. We are celebrating 
the Golden Jubliee year of our independence. 


We appreciate the revolutionary changes made by you among the 
Catholics in the whole world. We also welcome the bold decisions taken by 
you in the interest of the welfare of the people at large. It is indeed striving 
to note that you have expressed regret for the mistakes commited by the 
Catholic Church. This indeed indicates your desire to be transparent in 
everything. On behalf of the entire human society we express our grateful 
thanks for all that you did for the Church and for the society. We are enclosing 
a copy of the issue ‘Dravida Samayam’ (Dravidian Religion - 31st December, 
1994) wherein we have appreciated your bold decisions transcending the 
barriers of established traditions and views. 


We are also enclosing a copy of the book entitled ‘Christianity in 
Hinduism - A Conspiracy Exposed and A Confrontation’ published by 
us. We believe that you will be happy to go through this book. A few pages 
in this book highlight the ministry of St. Thomas in India and explain how his 
ministry altered the perception of some of the existing religions in India. 


We wish to bring to your notice a long felt reform in the Catholic Church 
and we are quite sure that under your great leadership a bold decision will 
surely be taken adding feather to your cap. As history reveals, ever since 
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the office of the Pope was established, only the Europeans are holding the 
office for the past 1600 years. Christianity is a religion which has its origin in 
Palastine, in Asia. While Christianity can be claimed to be a non European 
religion, it is surprising no non European has held the office of the Pope for 
the past 1600 years. In Christ there is no Jew or Greek. All are same. As 
such failure on the part of the Catholic Church to make a non European as 
Pope seems to be a slur in the well knit organization. This aspect has also 
been dealt with in the book enclosed. 


We are sure that you will do something so that at the end of your term 
of office, the door will be opened to all deserving aspirants irrespective of 
the fact that such aspirant is an European or not provided, he satisfies all 
the prescribed requirements. If you can make a declaration to this effect, 
the whole world will be happy. Such a declaration will remove the 
discrimination made on the basis of race, colour, place of residence etc. 


As we are celebrating the Golden Jubliee year of our independence, a 
declaration to the above effect will encourage us to celebrate the Golden 
Jubliee year with double portion of joy. We, therefore, humbly request you 
to consider the above matter and issue necessary declaration in this behalf. 
We are awaiting your reply. 


With respects 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd, 

Dr. M. Deivanayagam. 


POPE’S RESPONSE 


Secretariat of State 
First Section - General Affairs 
From the Vatican, 8 October 1997 
Dear Dr. Deivanayagam, 


| am directed to acknowledge the letter and enclosures which you 
sent to His Holiness Pope John Paul Il. 


Any celibate baptized Catholic man may be elected to the papacy. 
Church law states that the Cardinal electors “Shall give their vote to the 
person, even outside the College of Cardinals, who in their judgement is 
most suited to govern the universal Church in a fruitful and beneficial way" 
(Universi Dominici Gregis, n.83). 
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| hope this information is helpful to you. 


Yours sincerely, 
Monsignor J. Harvey 
Assessor. 

To 
Dr. M. Deivanayagam, 
278, Konnur High Road, 
Ayanpuram, 
Chennai - 600 023. 


OUR REPLY 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph: 615 022 


Founder : Date : 15:01:’98 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A., Ph.D. 


To 
His Holiness Pope John Paul Il, 
Vatican City, 
Rome, Italy. 


Your Holiness, 


Soon after our arrival from USA, Canada and Europe, we have seen 
the letter dated 08.10.'97 from the Assessor, Monsignor J. Harvey, under 
your instruction, and he acknowledging the receipt of our letter dated 
15.08.'97 and the enclosed book titled ‘Christianity in Hinduism’. We sincerely 
thank you for taking the time to do so. 


We have mentioned in our letter that for the past 1600 years, only 
Europeans are elected as Pope, the international leader of the Catholics, 
which is based on Jesus Christ, a non-European and this leads to racial 
discrimination. So, we request your Holiness, to pave a way for a non- 
European eligible celibate catholic to be elected to the Papacy. 


However, in your letter dated 08.10.97, it was only mentioned that 


according to the rules any celibate catholic could be elected as Pope, if he 
has the required qualities. 
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Unlike a monarchy, a Papal election is not by hereditary right. 


In a Royal hereditary system there is a royal family. After the father, a 
legal heir who is dear and near to him would be appointed as successor by 
the father. 


But there is no family for the person who is elected as Pope, since he 
renounced family life and took celibacy, and he is freed from ties like family, 
caste, creed, language, nationality and continent. Thus a Pope can not 
appoint his successor as in the monarchy system. 


In a democratic government people exercise their franchise and elect 
a leader of their choice. Likewise according to Church Law, the Pope is 
elected. If this were so, what could have precluded an eligible non-European 
celibate catholic from becoming a Pope in the past long period of 1600 
years? It is a veracious question? Understanding the abstruse concept of 
Papal election epitomize portending questions attracting elucidation on the 
following: 


1) |Whynon-European celibates could not so far make themselves qualified 
for the Papal election for the past 1600 years? 


2) | Why the Catholic Church could not so far prepare a single non-European | 
celibate qualified for papacy for the past 1600 years? 


3) Is it to surmise that Jesus Christ though having been born outside the 
European nations could not prepare a single non-European celibate 
qualified for Papacy in the long 1600 years of history? 


It has become necessary to look at the Cardinals with the feeling of 
anxiety in this regard, since they are eligible to vote in the Papal election. 
Either the catholic congregation or the prelatic bishops who rule over 
Catholics do not elect these Cardinals, but are appointed by the Pope. Also 
the Pope appoints Bishops who rule over Catholics. Hence, the appointments 
of Cardinals and Bishops save the electoral process seem allusively akin to 
monarchism, and the leaders of people are not elected by the people. 


The procedure of appointment of Cardinals and Bishops though alike 
to the monarchial pattern has some differences. The Pope appoints Bishops 
in proportion to the catholic population in the jurisdiction and prelacy. 


Albeit the Cardinals and Bishops are appointed under Papal authority, 
only the Cardinals have the franchise for election to Papacy, intriguingly not 
the Bishops. Relevantly the Cardinals have no prelatic control over the 
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Bishops. Further the Cardinals do not have any prelacy, constitutional 
representation, territorial power of authority or control in proportion to the 
population except for the only purpose of electing the Pope. 


Accordingly here arises a question. Why can’t these Cardinals be 
given a chance to be selected as Pope after giving them experience while 
over the Bishops with proportionate representation of catholic population 
and jurisdiction with established prelacy? They would then gain experience 
and this would be utilized when they are elected as Pope. 


Only when we ask this question can we understand the reason for 
appointing Cardinals who form a separate group for electing Pope without 
taking into consideration the population of the Catholics and territorial 
representation. 


lf Cardinals are appointed based on yardsticks such as proportionate 
representation of catholic population and jurisdiction with established prelacy 
and placed over the Bishops, then the Europeans alone can not become 
the Pope successively. The world would then get equal rights without 
discrimination. 


The resultant reformation would preclude the Europeans from 
predominantly becoming Popes successively. This will bring the specter of 
change stirring new alarms qualifying celibate Catholics becoming Pope 
possibly from all races of all nations. 


The Cardinals are appointed in such a way that only Italians alone can 
become the Pope like the Italians who ruled the Roman Empire. It is only 
possible for the other Europeans to become Popes if the Italians are willing. 
This can be understood better if any one looks into this matter deeply. 


This reminds us of the European domination of Colonial rule over the 
world countries during the medieval age. The nations that were under the 
colonial rule became politically free in due course. 


| But the Catholics in these nations have not become free from the 
clutches of the Europeans. This is because of the procedure adopted in 
appointing Cardinals, and this is a historical fact. 


Statistically the European Catholic Population is only 1/3 of the total 
Catholic population of the world. Proportionately therefore, there is only 
1/3 of Bishops representing Europe. If the cardinals were appointed in 
proportion to the population area like the Bishops, then there would be only 
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1/3 of the European Cardinals. Then there may not be chances for electing 
a Pope from the European countries alone. Therefore Cardinals are not 
given any status of having an area or dominion based on population and 
nationality. 


Moreover large number of Cardinals are appointed from Europe 
including Italy, so that Pope's will be elected from Europe including Italy. 
This is similar to the appointment of successors by a king from his next of 
kin. So itis clear that the Popes of the Roman Empire made this arrangement 
to accommodate only Europeans including Italians to become Popes. 


Your Holiness, you being a non-ltalian have brought out many 
revolutionary changes and the world human society is indebted to you for 
these changes. 


You were apologetic for the past neglect or inequities of the Catholic 
Church and you are honored for this magnificent action. 


During your blessed period of golden era, we beseech your intercession 
for considering necessary reforms in the appointment of Cardinals. Let the 
Cardinals be employed with established prelacy, territorial power, authority, 
control and responsibility proportionate of the catholic population, and placing 
them over the Bishops and make them authorities between the Pope and 
the Bishops. Resultantly such reforms would see the light of many Cardinals 
proportionately representing the population of Catholics and of all races, 
and nations. Consequently on the reforms, the existing college of Cardinals 
in many number in Italy and Europe who are not in proportion with their 
population and area, may be treated as honorary Cardinals who are not 
eligible for casting their vote in the Papacy election. We humbly request 
you to revise the Laws of the Church to pave way for rendering justice to the 
non European celibate Catholics and make all the people understand that 
celibate Catholics who are the followers of Jesus Christ are beyond caste, 
creed, language and nationality. 


The Indian Brahmins enslave Early Indian Christianity. Likewise the 
Europeans enslave the universal Catholic Church. In order to be freed from 
this charge, we request you to take necessary actions to remove this black 
mark and you would be honored for this great action. 


Humbly expecting your blessings and communication. 
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With profound regards and prayers. 


Yours sincerely in Christ, 
Sd, 
M. Deivanayagam. 


Kindly Note : 


A copy of the book titled ‘Christianity in Hinduism’ is 
attached herewith. Please refer PNo.2 and 3 - Our 
Vision and Our Demands. 


OUR REMINDER 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph :644 9032 


Founder : Date : 09:10:'99 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A., Ph.D 


To 
His Holiness Pope John Paul Il, 
Vatican City, Rome, Italy. 


Sub: Changes required from existing practice of 
Papal election with regard to Cardinals Voting 
nghts - our requests prior to Pope’s visit to India 
in Nov. '99 - reg. 


Ref. 1. Our letter dated 15.08.1997 
2. Reply from Your Holiness dated 08.10.1997 
3. Our letter dated 15.01.1998 


We whole heartedly welcome the Holy visit of Your Holiness to our 
motherland during November 1999. We fondly hope that your Holy visit, 
besides blessing our nation, will bolster up the spirit of the Indian Christians 
and usher in a new hope of life in the present circumstances. 


We fully appreciate the revolutionary changes brought in among the 
Catholics the world over. On behalf of the entire human society we also hail 
the bold decisions taken in the interest of the welfare of the people at large. 
Again Your Holiness’ yearning wish for the achievement of total transparency 
in everything revealed in your expression of regret for the mistakes committed 
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by the Catholic Church is a shot in the arm. We are much beholden to Your 
Holiness for the revolutionary steps taken in the direction of uplifting the 
Catholic Church. 


It is a well-known fact that Jesus Christ is a non - European and 
Christianity is a non - European religion. The authors of each book of the 
Holy Bible were all non-Europeans. Notwithstanding these facts, it is rather 
disquieting to note that no non-European has been elevated to the rank of 
Pope for the past 1600 years. There is no shred of doubt that this system is 
purely political and amounting to unchristian ethics and it is against all canons 
of natural justice. This system has found its repercusions of massacring 60 
Lakhs of Jews (non-Europeans) by Hitler, an European. Again this system 
has its reflection in the Inidan soil. This is because of the racial discrimination 
of Black and White and apparently the Blacks are driven to embrace Islam 
and other religions. This system is the root cause that prohibits the people 
of the Third World Countries from Coming into the fold of Christianity. 


With regret, we would like to remind Your Holiness of our letter (3) 
cited above, wherein we have expressed our anguish that no non - European 
has been elected as Pope in the past 1600 years. We humbly request you 
to amend the Laws of the Church suitably and initiate concrete measures to 
pave way for equal opportunity for universal celibate Catholics to become 
Popes and thereby make known to the world that the celibate Catholics, the 
followers of Jesus Christ, are above caste, colour, creed, language and 
nationality. 


We beseech Your Holiness to bring in necessary reforms with regard 
to the Cardinals who are eligible to cast their votes to elect the Pope as per 
our request - letter dated 15.1.1998 which is appended herewith. Such a 
reformation will definitely help any celebate Catholic to become Pope. 


The need of the hour is to effect necessary changes in the laws of the 
Church so that the universal celebate Catholics could also be given the 
privilege of getting elected as Popes irrespective of caste, colour, creed 
and nation. It is regrettable that no such step towards that direction has 
been taken inspite of our reasoned pleas made through our letters cited 
above even after 22 months. The very same situation prevails even now. 


Hence, we fervently appeal to Your Holiness to dispassionately confirm 
to constitute a committee prior to Your Holy visit to India enabling us to 
participate in that memorable event with joyful hearts. 


3] 
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We firmly believe that our sentiments would be respected in this regard. 
Copies of our letters cited above are enclosed. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

(M. Deivanayagam) 

Copy to: 


1. Monsignor J. Harvey 
Assessor - Secretariat of State 
First Section - General Affairs 
Vatican City, 
Rome, Italy 


2. The Apostelic Nunciature 
50C, Nih Marg, Chanakyapuri 
New Delhi - 110 021 


LETTER CORRESPONDECE WITH 
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY - LONDON 


OUR REQUEST 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph :644 9032 


Founder : Date : 15.08.1997 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A., Ph.D. 
To 

His Grace Most Rev. Arch Bishop of Canterbury, 

Church of England, 

United Kingdom. 

Your Grace, 


We bring greetings to you from our countrymen.We the Indians are 
celebrating the Golden Jubliee year of our independence. 


In the Golden Jubliee year of our independence, we would like to place 
before you a request which, if conceded, will enable us to celebrate the 
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Golden Jubliee with a double measure of joy. This request springs from the 
bottom of our hearts. 


Kindly go through the enclosed book entitled ‘Christianity in Hinduism 
- A Conspiracy Exposed and A Confrontation’ Carefully. You might have 
seen the statue of Sir. William Jones holding the book ‘MANUSMRITHI’ in 
his hand, inside St.Paul’s Cathedral, London. 


The aforesaid statue is presumed, has been installed with a view to 
honour Sir William Jones for the reason that he translated ‘MANUSMRITHI’ 
in English. The main object underlying the said book is to encourage and 
justify casteism and racism. That apart the said book is calculated to bring 
down the reputation of the Dravidians who constitute nearly 88% of Indians. 
If you, after going through ‘MANUSMRITHI’, honestly feel that the object 
underlying the said book is to justify casteism and racism and to defame the 
majority of Indians who are Dravidians, then the only irresistable conclusion 
which an ordinary reasonable and prudent person would come to is, that Sir 
William Jones should not have been honoured by the Church of England by 
installing his statue inside St.Paul’s Cathedral. We do believe that you, aSa 
shepherd of the great Anglican Church, will love your brethern, particularly 
those who are downtrodden and afflicted by a group of people who gained 
entry into India (ARYANS). 


lf your love for these brethren is genuine, it is now for you to act as a 
Christian leader without fear or favour by taking such steps as may be 
necessary to remove the statue of Sir. William Jones, which according to 
us, is an embodiment of bringing down the reputation of a majority of Indians. 
A declaration to the above effect will enhance the fame of the Church of 
England. More than anything else, we, Indians will be encouraged to 
celebrate the Golden Jubliee year of our independence with double portion 
of joy.In the above circumstances, we humbly request you to concede to 
our request and make a positive declaration. We are eagerly awaiting your 
reply. 


With respects 
Yours sincerely, 
(Dr. M. Deivanayagam) 
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ARCH BISHOP’S REPLY - No. 1 
THROUGH HIS CHAPLAIN 


Lambeth Palace London SE1 7JU 
16 September 1997 


Dr M Deivanayagam 
278, Konnur High Road, 
Ayanpuram, 

Chennai - 600 023. 


Dear Dr. Deivanayagam, 


| have been asked to write on behalf of the Archbishop to thank you for your 
recent letter to him and for enclosing the book Christianity in Hinduism. 


Matters to do with St Paul’s Cathedral are the responsibility of the Dean and 
Chapter and | have therefore forwarded your letter and book on to them, as 
they will know much more about the statue of Sir William Jones inside the 
Cathedral than | do. 


Yours sincerely, 
The Revd Canon Colin Fletcher 
Archbishop’s Chaplain 


ARCH BISHP’S REPLY - NO.2 


THROUGH DEAN OF ST PAUL’S 


THE DEANERY From : The Dean of St Paul’s 
9 Amen Court 
The Very Revd Dr John Moses 
th London 
13° October 1997 EC4M 7BU 
Dr M Deivanayagam Tel : 0171-236 2827 
Founder Fax : 0171-332 0298 


The Revival Movement of 
Dravidian Religion 

278 Konnur High Road 
Ayanpuram 

Chennai - 600 023 
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Dear Dr. Deivanayagam 


The Archbishop of Canterbury's Chaplain has sent on to me your letter of 
15th August 1997. 


| referred your letter to our Librarian in the first instance because | am relatively 
new to St Paul's and | was concerned to discover all that | could about the 
monument that was erected at the beginning of the last century in memory 
of Sir William Jones. It might be helpful to you to have the Librarian’s 
response to my enquiry. It does not attempt to address the matters you 
have raised in your letter and | did not ask him to do so, but it might help to 
put this particular monument in a wider context. 


You will appreciate that we have on the floor of the Cathedral a fair number 
of monuments which were provided in their day to honour men who were - 
rightly or wrongly - judged to have made a significant contribution to public 
life. The only thing | can do is to assure you that there is nothing whatsoever 
in the history or ministry of St Paul’s which would encourage or justify 
casteism and racism. 


Yours sincerely, 
John Moses. 


OUR RESPONSE 


Address at Present : Dr. M. Deivanayagam, 
C/o. Mr. jacob Jeevaratnam, 
19, Seagrave Crescent, 
Scarborough, Ontario 
M1W 3H6. Canada. 
Tel : (416) 497-9114 
Fax : (416) 493-9702 


Dear Rev. Dr. John Moses, 


| am in receipt of your letter dated 13th October 1997. Thank you very 
much. 


| also received a letter dated 16th September 1997 from the Rev. Canon 
Colin Fletcher, Archbishop’s Chaplain, that he had forwarded my letter to 
you and Chapter. 


Thank you also for the copy of the Librarian’s note dated 20th October 
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1997. Since | need some clarification, | would like to meet the Librarian and 
also would like to see the monument of Sir William Jones, after which | 
would like to meet you. 


| shall therefore be very grateful if you will kindly let me know by FAX (416- 
493-9702) before the 5th November 1997 to the above Present address 
and Fax, the date and the time, preferably on the 10th or 11th or 12th 
November 1997. 


Thank you very much. 


Yours sincerely, 
Dr. M. Deivanayagam. 


OUR COMPLAINT 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph: 615 022 


Founder: Date: 15.01.’98 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A Ph.D. 
To 
His Grace Most Rev. Arch Bishop of Canterbury, 
Church of England, 
United Kingdom. 
Your Grace, 


We thank you for the letter dated 16-9-’97 through your chaplain and 
the letter dated 13-10-’97 through the Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 


The Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral sent a short biography of Sir William 
Jones along with the librarian’s note as recorded in the Dictionary of National 
Biography. 


We thank you for the information and letters, and after receiving them 
we sent a fax message to the Dean and the librarian on 25-10-'97 to permit 
us to meet them and get further Clarifications on the matter. On 11-11-'97, 
when we came to St. Paul’s Cathedral, we met Vicar John Weir who 
conducted the Holy Communion service, and told him of our demand. He 
then went to the office of the Dean to see if we could meet him. He then 
returned and indicated that it was not possible. 
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We then sent another fax message to the Dean that we would like to 
meet him on 14-11-'97._ Though we informed his office on 25-11-’97 that 
we would like to meet the Dean and stayed at London for 8 days from 10- 
11-'97 to 17-11-'97 for this purpose. Then, though Vicar John Weir and Mr. 
Paul Sathiyanesan of Church of England directly contacted the office of the 
Dean and tried to do their best to arrange for a meeting with the Dean, we 
could not meet him. So we came to understand that the Dean was not able 
to take any decision on the matter regarding the statue of Sir William Jones. 
So we are constrained to write this letter to you. 


We accept that Sir. William Jones was a learned scholar. He wrote a 
number of books. We are not against the eulogies from the University and 
other Institutions on his work. 


However, he is praised and his statue was installed mainly for his 
translation of “Manusmrthi” from Sanskrit to English, the Brahmin law book 
against Indians. In order to gain the support of the Indian Brahmins to capture 
the Indian political power, the statue of William Jones was erected with 
Manusmrthi promising that the country would be ruled according to their 
law-book. The act of East India company in erecting his statue with 
Manusmrthi and the presenting it to the St. Paul’s Cathedral is only a political 
act to capture political power and not pertaining to the Christian ideology. 


If this statue with the “Manusmrthi’ is installed in a place belonged to 
the British government, we would have felt sorry for the government 
respecting the “Manusmrthi’. 


In the political field it is natural to favor certain caste, creed, and 
language for gain. Those who are affected would resist and fight for their 
rights and will get them after a struggle. But, mixing caste and creed 
discrimination with politics, and erecting a statue for the person who translated 
“Manusmrthi’” which is the root cause for caste and creed discrimination in 
order to appreciate this book which is totally against to the Indians is 
intolerable. Also, installing his statue in a Church which belongs to Christ, 
who laid down his life for breaking caste, creed and language discrimination 
in order to make the people to understand that all are the children of God 
the Father and all are brothers and sisters, and who sacrificed his life for the 
redemption of the world, and you know that this would not be tolerated by 
any of the followers of Jesus Christ. We appreciate you since we came to 
know that you are also interested in eradicating caste and creed 
discrimination and the Dean is also of the same mind. | am sure that now 
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that you are aware of these things, you would not appreciate the statue with 
“Manusmrthi” being in the Church, but we also understand your 
difficulties in removing the statue. 


We hope that you will approach the matter in a proper perspective 
and remove this statue which is contrary to the gospel and a hindrance to 
the Church and be successful. 


We hope that you will do your best to remove the accusation that 
Early Indian Christianity is suppressed by the Brahmins and likewise 
European Christianity is suppressed by the European rulers. Indians were 
freed from the British rule in 1947 and are now celebrating the 50th year of 
our Independence. We request you to do your best to remove this act of 
degrading the Indians by the liberation of the Christianity of England from 
discrimination and help them to celebrate their 50th year of Independence 
happily. 

If there is any one that does not understand the fact that it is a disgrace to 
have the statue of Sir. William Jones with Manusmrthi in the St. Paul’s cathedral, 
and also a disgrace to the Indians, we are here to convince him. And if you feel 
that it is essential for us to talk with your representatives to bring better 
understanding, we humbly say that we are always willing to do so. 


We eagerly expect your early reply in this regard. 


Yours sincerely, 
(M. Deivanayagam). 


Copy to Dean of St. Paul’s. 


Kindly Note : A copy of the book titled ‘Christianity in Hinduism’ is 
attached herewith. Please refer PNo.2 and 3 - Our 
Vision and Our Demands. 


ARCHBISHOP’S HELPLESSNESS 


Lambeth Palace London SE1 7JU 
02 March 1998 


Professor Dr M Deivanayagam 
278 Konnur High Road 
Ayanpuram 

Chennai - 600 023 
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Dear Professor Deivanayagam, 


| have been asked to write to thank you for your further letter regarding the 
Statue of Sir William Jones in St Paul’s Cathedral 


Having contacted the Dean about this it is Clear that he feels that the statue 
is there because of Sir William's judicial work in India and that it is proper 
that it should do so. As | explained in my previous letter the Archbishop of 
Canterbury has no legal Standing in this case and | fear that we can provide 
no further help from this end. 


Yours sincerely, 
The Revd Canon Colin Fletcher 
Archbishop's Chaplain 


LETTER CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH SANKARA MUTT 


The first letter that was sent to Sankara Mutt on 11.7.'94 and they 
have replied on 28.7.’94 through Mr. V. Kugaramanan, the State 
Coordinator for ‘Hindu Dravidar llaignar lyakkam’ (The Movement for the 
Hindu Dravidian youth) which was founded by Sankara Mutt. 


In reply to Sankara Mutt’s letter, the late Mr. K. Balagangadharan, 
who was one of the sub editors of our magazine ‘Dravida Samayam’ 
(Dravidian Religion) had given a reply and these two letters have been 

published in the magazine ‘Dravida Samayam’ in September ’94. 


Then we had sent letters to Sankara Mutt on 10.9.’94, 9.11.’94, 
27.3.'96, 12.6.'96, 6.7.’96, 30.7.'96 and 14.10.96. But they have been 
silent since they are not able to answer. 


After they have received our reply for the letter they had sent 
through Mr. Kugaramanan, they understood very well about their 
shortcomings and their inability to give answers with historical evidences 
for our questions and they have no other way except to be silent. 


Then we had sent the following letters to them on 20.12.1996, 
15.2.1997 and 15.8.1997. 
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Letter to Kanchi Sankara Mutt 
Dated 20.12.1996 
Wuy SANKARA Mutts sHouLp BE BANNED 7? 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph : 615 022 


Founder : Date : 20:12:'96 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A., Ph.D. 


To 
Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetathipathi Sri Jeyendra 
Saraswathi Swamigal, 


Cordial greetings to you. 


We have sent a letter on 14.10.’96 with the questions titled ‘108 
Questions to Sankara Mutt’ as our third agitation. Till date we haven't 
received any reply from you and we would like to remind you of this. 


Similarly on 30.7.’96 we have sent a letter that includes 23 -questions 
titled ‘Can we allow you to enter our temple?’. Again we remind you that 
we did not get any reply from you. 


And we would like to point out that you were not able to answer our 
two letters mentioned above within a reasonable time though we have given 
ample time and opportunity to you. 


For the first letter that was sent to you on 11.7.’94 you have replied on 
28.7.'94 through Mr. V. Kugaramanan, the State Coordinator for ‘Hindu 
Dravidar llaignar lyakkam’ (The Movement for the Hindu Dravidian youth) 
which was founded by you. 


In reply to your letter, the late Mr. K. Balagangadharan, who was one 
of the sub editors of our magazine ‘Dravida Samayam’ (Dravidian Religion) 
had given a reply and these two letters have been published in the magazine 
‘Dravida Samayam’ in September’94 and you are aware of it. 


Then we had sent letters to you on 10.9.’94, 9.11.’94, 27.3.'96, 12.6.'96, 


6.7.'96, 30.7.’96 and 14.10.’96. But you have been silent since you are not 
able to answer. 


After you have received our reply for the letter you had sent through 
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Mr. Kugaramanan, you understood very well about your shortcomings and 
your inability to give answers with historical evidences for our questions and 
you have no other way except to be silent.. 


in these circumstances 


1) You and your predecessors have conspired against the Indians, 
tyrannically suppressed and plundered them. So, you have to repent 
and confess your sins and that of your ancestors and free yourself from 
this ancestral sin, and as a symbol of your repentence, appoint a boy of 
about five years old, who is branded as the lowest caste, as a Bala 
Sankaracharya 


or 


2) You should come forward to give answers historically with evidences 
for the 108 questions that we had sent to you. 


3) Ifyou are silent without fulfilling our demand and without answering our 
questions, it would be established that the Sankara Mutts are the Head 
Quarters of the Satanic plundering predators for plundering the Indians. 
And you know that it is the duty of the State, Central Governments and 
the United Nations Organizations to take action against your Mutt. 


We had sent a letter to you on 14.10.’96 with a pamphlet which was 
printed for the third agitation in which the three points mentioned above 
were printed and it was pointed out to you in that letter. We would like to 
point out that you did not reply even to that letter and you are also aware 
that we had conducted a hunger strike near Kanchi Sankara Mutt on 14.4.'96 
as the first agitation and conducted a prayer for the repentance of the 
Brahmins in Mylapore on 14.7.’96 as the second agitation in order to 
emphasize our demand that a five year old child should be appointed as a 
Bala Sankaracharya in the Sankara Mutt. 


As the third agitation 108 questions were sent to you. Neither have 
you fulfilled our demand nor have you given an answer to our 108 Questions. 


In this circumstance, since we have to give time for the State, and 
Central Governments and the United Nations Organization to take action 
against your Mutt, we kindly inform you that the agitations connected with 
the blood signature and finger cutting which we had already announced, 
are postponed to other dates. 


And we would like to inform you that this letter and the 108 questions 
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would be translated into other languages and it would be sent to the whole 
world and to the other Sankara Mutts. 
By 
Sd 
(Dr.M.Deivanayagam), 
Founder. 


’ Again a letter was sent to all the Sankara Mutts. It explained in detail 
the prevailing situation and the steps they had to initiate in this regard. 


Letter to other 4 Sankaracharyas 


Dated 15.02.’97 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph: 61 5022 


Founder : Date : 15:02:97 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A, Ph.D. 
To 

The Sankaracharyas of 


Sringeri Sankara Mutt, 
Sringeri, Karnataka. 


Puri Sankara Mutt, 
Puri, Orissa. 


Dwarka Sankara Mutt, 
Dwarka, Gujarat. 


Joshi Math, 
Garhwar District, 
U.P. 


Cordial Greetings to You. 


We have appended herewith the letter sent to Kanchi Sankara Mutt 
on 20/12/'96 which outlines the following matters: 


1) about our demand of appointing about a 5 year old Hindu boy who hails 
from the lowest caste, as was branded, as the Junior Sankaracharya in 
the Kanchi Sankara Mutt since they claim themselves to be the head 
quarters of Hinduism. 
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2) _ the letter correspondence that we have with the Kanchi Sankara Mut! 
3) the 108 Questions that were sent to Sankara Mutt, 


4) — the inability of Sankara Mutt to answer our 108 questions or to fulfil our 
demand by keeping silent 
and 

5) about the necessity of asking the State, Central governments and the 
UNO to take action on the Sankara Mutt. 


Also we have appended herewith the 108 questions that were sent to 
Kanchi Sankara Mutt, exposing the satanic concept of segregation which 
ruins the Indians and should be extirpated. 


We have sent the 108 questions and placed our demand that about a 
five-year-old-boy, branded as the lowest caste of India, should be appointed 
as the Junior Sankaracharya, before Kanchi Sankara Mutt for the following 
reasons. 


1) Adi Sankara, who founded Sankara Mutts in various parts of India, 
belonged to ‘Kaladi’ a place in the Tamil speaking ‘Chera’ kingdom. 


2) Kanchi Sankara Mutt is the Sankara Mutt of Tamilnadu. 
3) Kanchi Sankara Mutt has a separate University of Research Scholars. 


We accuse that the Sankara Mutts are the Head Quarters of satanic 
plundering predators since they plunder and segregate the Indians. Andon 
the basis of historical evidences we have given reasons for our accusation 
on the Sankara Mutts in the 108 questions. 


What we are expecting you to do is that either write a letter to Kanchi 
Sankara Mutt to accept our demand or kindly come forward along with the 
Kanchi Sankara Mutt to give answers for the 108 questions on the historical 
basis.If you too keep silent like the Kanchi Sankara Mutt on this issue, it 
would be taken for granted that you also accept, that the governments (State 
& Central and the UNO) should take action against your Mutts. 


By 
Sd 
(Dr.M.Deivanayagam), 
Founder. 
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Letter to Kanchi Sankara Mutt 


Dated 15.08.'97 


The Revival Movement of Dravidian Religion 
(Head Quarters) 


278, Konnur High Road, Ayanpuram, Chennai - 600 023. S. India. Ph : 615 022 


Founder : Date : 15:08:'97 
Prof. Dr. M. Deivanayagam M.A., Ph.D. 


To 
Respected Kanchi Kamakoti Peetathipathi 
Sri Jeyendra Saraswathi Swamigal, 
Kanchipuram - 631 501, Tamilnadu. 


Cordial Greetings to You. 


You are cognizant of the fact that we have sent a letter and the book 
titled ‘108 questions to Sankara Mutt’ to the governments of State and Central 
and to the Secretary General of the United Nations Organization sicne we 
have already written to you. | 


Also you are cognizant of the fact that we have sent the books titled 
‘108 questions to Sankara Mutt’ and ‘Why Confrontation with the 
Sankara Mutt’ respectively with a letter to the 237 members of the legislative 
assembly, so that they would be very helpful to the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu 
in taking action regarding this matter. — 


Similarly, to the members of the Parliament the book titled ‘708 
questions to Sankara Mutt’ was sent with a letter so that they would be very 
helpful to the Prime Minister of India in taking action regarding this matter. 


Herewith the book titled ‘Christianity in Hinduism - A Conspiracy 
Exposed and A Confrontation’ is sent to you. You can clearly understand 
through this book that you have nothing to do with Hinduism and you 
have been enslaving Hinduism, the religion of the Indian Dravidians 
through the Aryan political concept (Varnashrama Dharma) and hereafter 
this kind of subjugation can not be maintained in the society for a long time. 


We request you to take an equitable decision since we have been 
conducting agitations serenely so that we can live together as the children 
of one mother and as loving brethren. If the demand of our movement is 
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ignored by you, kindly think over the events that have taken place in the 
history of the world. 


We apprist you not by menacing but out of love an compassion and we 
hope that your will understand this clearly. 


We hope that we would get a equitable and good reply from you after 
your read this book meticuloursly. 


May the Supreme God guide you. 
May the Supreme light shine upon you. 
May peace, brotherhood and Supreme 

bliss flourish in the world society. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd 
(Dr.M.Deivanayagam), 
Founder. 
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ANNEXURE - II 


DRAVIDIAN RELIGION 
- ASTUDY 


(Paper Presented by Dr.Devakala in a 
National Seminar on “Dravidian Philosophy” 
conducted by the Dravidian University, Kuppam, 

Andhra Pradesh, India on 03.08.2001) 
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DRAVIDIAN RELIGION 


The term ‘Dravidian Religion’ refers to the religions that were originated 
by the Dravidians. Dravidian religions founded in India are Jainism, Buddhism, 
Six-fold religion (Saivism, Vaishnavism. ..) Sikhism (combination of Vaishnava 
Bhakthi and Islam). Other religions like the Religion of Israel, Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam were founded in Asia but outside India. 


Dravidians: 


The term Dravidian is the mutilated form of the term Tamilian. 


Dravidians are the original inhabitants of India. It is generally considered 
that the Dravidians are south Indians who speak Dravidian languages. But 
the Dravidians who have forgotten their Dravidian languages and live in 
North India are also Dravidians. They form 90% of India’s population today. 


‘The term ‘Dravida’ is utilized based on 
language 
region and 
race’ 
Language 


In terms such as Dravida Basha, Dravida Sangam, Dravida Vetham, 
Dravida Upanishad, Dravida Mapadiam, etc., the term ‘Dravida’ refers to 
Tamil. 


Adisankara named Thirugnanasampanthar, an Aryan Brahmin as 
‘Dravida Sisu’, since Thirugnanasampanthar spoke Tamil and lived in 
Tamilnadu, even though he was an Aryan by race. 


The Aryan Brahmins who live in Tamilnadu and speak Tamil would not 
claim that they belong to the Dravidian race. They claim that they are Aryans 
by race and this is a fact. 


The people who speak English are not necessarily English people, 
and those who live in England are also not necessarily English people. 


EEE EEE ae, 
1. M.Deivanayagam & Devakala, CHRISTIANITY IN HINDUISM, Dravidian Religion Trust, 
Chennai-23, 15" Aug.1997, Pp.161-163 


47 


Region 


The Aryan Brahmins who went from Tanjore and settled in Pudur of 
Andhra are known as ‘Pudur Dravidars’ even though they are not ‘Dravidians’ 
by race, since they went from Tanjore, a Tamil land. Amongst the Aryan 
Brahmins, there is a division called ‘Pancha Dravidar’ even though they are 
Aryan Brahmins, since they were from Tamilnadu, Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala 
and Maharashtra, and the term ‘Pancha Dravidar’ has a geographical 
significance since it is based on the regional name i.e, the Dravidian land. 


Race 


The people who are the original inhabitants of Dravidian land (India) 
and who belong to the Dravidian race by birth are the Dravidians even though 
they have completely forgotten their Dravidian language and went out of 
the Dravidian land. 


Aryan: 


Apart from India, the term ‘Aryan’ does not occur in any of the world 
literature including European literature until 18th century. 


The term ‘Aryan’ was coined by the Indians i.e., the Dravidians to denote 
the groups of foreign invaders who came into India from outside, without 
any religion, in various periods, who spoke many languages and were many 
groups. Since the term ‘Aryan’ was used in order to identify those who are 
non — Dravidians in Dravidian India, it has led to the wrong impression that 
there is an Aryan race in the world society. 


Whereas the groups of foreigners who came with religions are 
Israelites, Jews, Zoroastrians, Syrian Christians, Muslims and European 
Christians, they are known after the name of their religions. 


The groups of foreign invaders who came without any religion in 
various periods viz., Persians, Greeks, Sakas, Kushanas and Huns were 
denoted by a common term ‘Aryan’ by the Indian Dravidians. Various periods 
of their invasion into India are given in History as follows: Persians- 6" 
c.B.C. ,Greeks - 4th.c.B.C.,Sakas -2™%c.B.C. , Kushans - 1%c.A.D, 
Huns -4"cA.D 


Romans who were not invaders but came for trade purpose were also 
included in the term ‘Aryan’ since they came without religion. 


History of religions reveals that the Aryans do not have any role in the 
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origination of major religions of the world, whereas the Dravidians originated 
the major religions of the world. Indus Valley worship, the ancient Dravidian 
worship is the basis for the development of major world religions. 


Indus Valley : 


On the basis of the four Vedas, the theory that the Indus Valley 
Civilization is of the Aryans was built up. Hence, the analysation of the Vedas 
throws much light on this line. 


lf Indus Valley Civilzation is of the Aryans, mother goddess worship 
that plays an important role in the Indus Valley Civilization should be described 
in the Vedas. But in the Vedas only minor female deities are mentioned. 
The Indus Valley deities normally have horns, whereas the deities of the 
Vedas are not portrayed with horns.2_ Sivalinkas which are found in the 
Indus Valley Civilization is later on insinuated in the Vedas. 


The Vedas describe the wheels of the Chariots with spokes, but the 
wheels that are seen on the seals and vehicles of clay in Indus valley do not 
have wheels with spokes. 


Following analysation of Sir John Marshall on the Indus Valley 
Civilization are given some clues. 


1. “The picture of Indo-Aryan society portrayed in the Vedas 
is that of a partly pastoral, partly agricultural people, who 
have not yet emerged from the village state, who have no 
knowledge of life in cities or of the complex economic orga- 
nization which such life implies, and whose houses are 
nondescript affairs constructed largely of bamboo. 


At Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, on the other hand, we have 
densely populated cities with solid, commodious houses of 
brick equipped with a adequate sanitation, bathrooms, wells, 
and other amenities. 


2 ‘The metals which the Indo-Aryans used in the time of the 
Rigveda are gold and copper or bronze, but a little late, in 
the time of the Yajurveda and Atharvaveda, these metals 
are supplemented by silver and iron. 


cee meee LA 
2. Mr. |. Mahadevan, Indian Express, Madras-5, August 1994 
3. Ibid 
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Among the Indus people silver is commoner than gold, and 
utensils and vessels are sometimes made of stone - a relic 
of the Neolithic Age - as well as of copper and bronze. Of 
iron there is no vestige. 


For offensive weapons the Vedic-Aryans have the bow and 
arrow, spear, dagger, and axe, and for defensive armour 
the helmet and coat of mail 


The Indus people also have the bow and arrow, spear. 
dagger and axe, but, like the Mesopotamians and Egyptians, 
they have the mace as well, sometimes of stone, sometimes 
of metal; while on the other hand, defensive armour is quite 
unknown to them - a fact which must have told against them 
in any contest with mailed and helmeted foes. 


The Vedic-Aryans are a nation of meat-eaters, who appear 
to have had a general aversion to fish, since ther is no direct 
mention of fishing in the Vedas. 


With the Indus people fish is a common article of diet. and 
SO, f00, are molluscs, turtles, and other aquatic creatures. 


In the lives of the Vedic-Aryans the horse plays an important 
part, as it did in the lives of many nations from the northern 
grasslands. 


To the people of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa the horse 
seems to have been unknown 


By the Vedic Aryans the cow is prized above all other 
animals and regarded with special veneration. 


Among the Indus people the cow is of no particular account, 
its place with them being taken by the bull, the popularity of 
whose cult is attested by the numerous figurines and other 
representations of this animal. 


Of the tiger there is no mention in the Vedas, and of the 
elephant but little. 


Both these animals are familiar to the Indus people. 


In the Vedic pantheon the female element is almost wholly 
subordinate to the male 


Among the Indus cults......___ the female elements appear to be 
co-equal with, if not to predominate over the male. 


As times goes on, doubtless many other salient points of 
difference will be revealed, but for the moment the above will 
Suffice to demonstrate how wide is the guif between the Indus 
and Vedic Civilizations. Now it may, perhaps, be argued that the 
difference between them is a difference of time only; that the 
Vedic civilization was either the Progenitor or the lineal 
descendant of the Indus civilization....... Let us assume, in the 
first place, that the Vedic civilization preceded an led up to the 
Indus civilization. On this hypothesis the progress from the village 
to the city state and from the nondescript houses of the Vedic 
period to the massive brick architecture of Mohenjo-daro and 
Harappa would find a logical explanation, though we should have 
to postulate a long interval of time in order to account for the 
evolution. But what about other cultural features? 


If the Vedic culture antedated the Indus, how comes it that 
iron and defensive armour and the horse, which are characteristic 
of the former, are unknown to the latter? Or how comes it that 
the bull replaces the cow as an object of worship in the Indus 
period, only to be displaced agains by the cow in succeeding © 
ages? Or, again, how comes it that the Indus culture betrays so 
many survivals of the Neolitihic Age - in the shape of stone 
implements and vessels - if the coper or bronze and iron culture 
of the Indo-Aryans intervened between the two? Clearly these 
considerations put out of court any solution of the problem which 
postulates an earlier date for the Vedic than for the Indus 
Civilization. But if it was not earlier, are there any grounds for 
supposing that it was evolved out of the latter? In other words, 
could the Indo-Aryans have been the authors of the Indus as 
well as of the Vedic Civilization? 


Here, again, we are faced with a like dilemma. For, though 
on this assumption we could account for such phenomena as 
the introduction of iron, of the horse, and of body armour, all of 
which might have signalized merely a later phase of the same 
culture, we are wholly at a loss to explain how the Indo-Aryans 
came to relapse from the city to the village state, or how, having 
once evolved excellent houses of brick, they afterwards 
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conteneted themselves with inferior sturctures of bamboo; or 
how, having once worshipped the linga and the Mother Goddess, 
they ceased to do so in the Vedic Period, but retuned to their 
worship later; or how, having once occupied Sind, they 
subsequently lost all memory of that country of the Lower Indus”4 


Opinions of Asco Parpolo regarding Indus civilization and the review 
of Mahadevan on Asco Parpolo’s view are given as follows. 


The Survival of Brahui; a Dravidian language, spoken even to- 
day by large numbers of people in Baluchistan and the adjoin- 
ing areas in Afghanistan and Iran, is an important factor in the 
identification of the Indus Civilization as Dravidian. Brahui be- 
longs linguistically to the North Dravidian group with several 
shared innovations with Kurukh and Malto; no dialectal features 
connect it with the South or Central Dravidian languages. Hence 
Parpola cocludes that Brahui represents the remnants of the 
Dravidian language spoken in the area by the descendants of 
the Harappan population.° 


Survival of place-names is generally a good indicator of the lin- 
guistic pre-history of a region. Parpola points out several place- 
names in the north western region like nagara. Palli, Pattana 
and Kotta with good Dravidian etymologies.® 


Parpolo also points out that syntactical analysis of the Indus 
inscriptions has revealed Dravidian like typological characteris- 
tics, especially the attribute preceding the headword.” 


It has often been pointed out that the complete absence of the 
horse among the animals so prominently featured on the Indus 
seals is good evidence for the non-Aryan character of the Indus 
Civilization.® 


Hence, it is obvious that the Indus Valley Civilization is of the Dravidians. 
Also it should be noted that the Vedas were compiled, classified and written 


i EEE 

4. Sir John Marshall, Mohenjo-daro and the Indus Civilization, Vol.1, Indological Book House, 
1973, Pp.109-112. 

5. Mr. |. Mahadevan, ‘Review - An Encyclopaedia of the Indus Script’ by Asco Parpola, Inter- 


national Journal of Dravidian linguistics, Vol.xxvi number1, January 1997, P.110 
6. Ibid 


7. Ibid 
8. Ibid 
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in sanskrit as the four Vedas only in the post-Christ era by Veda Vyasa, a 
Dravidian. History of epigraphy reveals that Sanskrit was not prevalent in 
the pre-Christ era. 


Many similarities occur between Dravidian religions since they 
originated from the Dravidian race in India and outside India. Hence a 
correlation occurs between the Indus Valley civilization and Sumerian 
civilization. 

Indus Valley and Sumerian civilization: 


It was already mentioned that the Dravidian religions such as Jainism, 
Buddhism, Six fold religion and Sikhism were originated in India and Israel, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam were originated outside India. 


Abraham (Ibrahim) , the common father of Islam, Christianity, Judaism 
and Israelites’ religion was referred that he went from a place called Ur’?, 
the Capital of the Sumerian Kings. (‘Ur ’ is a Tamil word for a village or a 
town.) : 

“At some time before the dawn of history, people whom we called 

Sumerians moved into Babylonia from the East.”1° 


‘The origin of the Sumerians is not known, though theories on 
this include migration from the East’. 


‘The history of the Sumerians falls into three periods: a) early 
Sumerian, 3000 — 2700 bc; b)classic Sumerian, 2700 — 2250 
bc; c) Neo — Sumerian, 2100 — 1960 bc. It is reconstructed in 
each of these respective periods chiefly from the epic poems, 
scattered historic records and hundreds of thousands of busi- 


ness documents”. 12 


“The archeological evidence seems to show cultural influence 
on southern Mesopotamia both from the east and from the 


north”.13 
eS 
. Genesis 11:31 . 
10. George A. Barton, Archeology and Bible, American Sunday School Union, 3% ed., Philadel- 


phia, 1920 | 
11. NEW BIBLE DICTIONARY, J.D.Douglas and others (Editors), Inter - varsity Press, Leicester, 


England, Reprinted 1996.P.1149 


12. Ibid 
13. ENCYCLOPAEDIC DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE Louis F-Hartman, C.S.S.R.. MoGRAW = HILL 
Book Company, Inc., NewYork, Toronto, London, 1963, (R.220.3)HAR 3682) (P.2351) 
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Influence of Semitics on Sumerian civilization is distinctly seen. 


“There were Sumerians who wrote in the Semitic tongue, and 
vice versa” 14 


“The third dynasty of this city assumes the title: ‘King of the four 
quarters of the earth’... But the Kings of Ur bear another title, 
which is worth noting; they are ‘King of Sumer and Akkad’. 
Henceforth this is their normal appellation, and it expresses the 
fusion of two elements, Sumerian and Semitic, in Mesopotamian 
civilization. There are many other characteristic indications of 
the fusions, such as the names of sovereigns, partly Sumerian 
and partly Semitic; their divine appellatives, testifying to an ap- 
proach towards that apotheosis of the monarch which had been 
a feature of the Semitic intrude; the retreat of the religious power 
before the political one, part of the trend towards the bureau- 
cratic state for which the Semites had also furnished the 
model”. 19 


Correlation between the Semitics and Indus Valley people, that is, the 
Dravidians are explained as follows: 


“The evidence alone for continuing of religious beliefs and prac- 
tices to an archaeologist seem particularly convincing. Three 
sites already mentioned make impressive contributions to the 
argument. The sequences of ‘Al Ubaid itself, Tell Uquair and 
Eridu start chronologically with a conventional Ubaid settlement 
and, by analogy with Eridu; the two former may also be assumed 
to have had an Ubaid period temple, frequently rebuilt. At these 
two Cities, the settlements themselves................. ae 


Indus Valley civilization, at its height, its geographical reach ex- 
ceeded that of Egypt or Mesopotamia. 17 


- “The ancient name for the plain of Khuzistan, watered by the 


14. THE FACE OF THE ANCIENT ORIENT, SABATINO MOSCATI, Anchor Books, Doubleray & 
Co., Inc., Garden City, New York, 1962. (P.2) 

15. Ibid, Pp.24,25 

16. J.H. Breasted, A History of Egypt, New York Scriber’s, 1912, P.187 [BAHE]. Footnote No.13 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND BIBLE HISTORY, Joseph P. Free Ph.D. Professor of Bible and Archae- 
ology, Wheaton College, 1962 Revision (Ist ed.1950. 7” edition 1962) Scripture Press Publica- 
tions, Inc., 1825, College Avenue, Wheaton. lilinois P.64). 

17. The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition 
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Kerkh river, which joins the Tigris just N of the Persian Gulf 
Civilization in this area is as old as, and closely connected with, 
the cultures of lower Mesopotamia. A local pictographic script 
appeared very soon after the invention of writing in Babylonia. 
The Elamites cannot be certainly linked with any other known 
race, although their language may be related to the Dravidian 
family. The reference to Elam as a son of Shem18 may well 
reflect the presence of early Semites in this area, and there is 
archaelogical evidence in the time of Sargon 1 (c.2350B.C. ) and 
his successors of their influence on the local culture. Rock sculp- 
tures depict typical Akkadian figures and bear Akkadian inscrip- 
tions, althoug carved for Elamite rulers” 19 


“The first known appearance of the Hebrews, who were mem- 
bers of the Semitic language family, was in Mesopotamia, for 
according to the Bible, the Hebrew patriarch Abraham’s family 
was native to Sumer’.2° 


It is given in ‘The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia that the 
Sumerians have cultural links with the Indus Valley culture of India as follows. 


“The original homeland of the Sumerians is unknown, but there 
is no question that they did enter Mesopotamia from outside 
area. Their language includes many non-Sumerian words for 
basic economic concepts such as farmer, herdsman ete............ 
One theory is that the Sumerians came from the mountainous 
region to the northeast. Most scholars, however, believe that 
the Sumerians arrived via the Persian gulf, because the 
concentration of the Sumerian population in historic times was 
in what is now Southern Iraq. Early Sumerian history also shows 
signs of cultural links with the Indus Valley culture of India.”21 


“There is evidence of a substrate language of ancient Sumer; 
this language could be located in India in the contemporaneous 


18. Gn.10:22 
19. NEW BIBLE DICTIONARY, Op.Cit., P.312 
20. WORLD CIVILIZATIONS THEIR HISTORY AND THEIR CULTURE Volume 1, Ninth Edition,, 


W.W.Norton & Company, New York — London, 1988. P.75 
21. THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPAEDIA,vol.iv, Goefrey W.Bromiley 
(Gen.Ed.) and others, Michigan, William B.Eerdmans publishing company, Grand Rapids, 


Reprinted 1991 
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Sarasvati — Sindhu civilization ca.2500 B. C.Sumerian has no 
known relation to any other language. There seems to be a 
remote relationship with Dravidian languages (like spoken by 
the Tamils, now in the South of India). There is evidence that 
the Dravidian languages were spoken in the north of India, be- 
ing displaced by the arrival of the Indo — European invaders 
around 1500 BCE. Because of the term ‘the black headed ones’, 
sag.gi ga. it is possible (but far from proven) that the Sumerians 
are an early branch of one of the people now living in southern 
India.’22 | 


On the basis of linguistic analysis, the linguists explained genealogical 
relationship exists between the Dravidian, Elamite, Sumerian languages 
etc.25 


Similarities occur between Dravidian worships and religions of India 
and outside are briefly touched here. Abraham or Ibrahim who is the common 
father of the religions viz., religion of Israel, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
has been referred to in the Bible, and similarities occur between these 
worships and religions are hinted as follows. 


Tree: 


Tree worship was prevalent in the Indus Valley Worship. Similarly the 
trees were given significant place in the Old Testament. 


Reference to the tree Moreh finds a place in the Old Testament. People 
gathered under the tree to hear the word of God. God revealed Himself to 
Abraham under the tree.24 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer - 
Sheba and there called on the name of the Lord.2° 


People made Abimelech as a King beside the great tree at the pillar in 
shechem26. Joshua installed a_ pillar under the Oak in the sanctuary of the 
Lord and worshipped God?’ .The bones of King Saul and his sons were 


a ee aay aaEEy aay era 

22. http:/sarasvati.simplenet com/sitemap1 .htmSITE MAP Home Indian Lexicon Corpus of Inscrip- 
tions Artefacts Decipherment See map of Mesopotamia sites. (http:/Awww- oi.uchicago.edu/Ol/ 
INFO/MAP/SITE/ANE_Site_Maps.html) 

23. Web article titled “DRAVIDAN.MANDE AND ELAMITE”- Clyde A.Winter,. cwinter@orion— 
.it.luc.edu 

24. Genesis 13.18 

25. Genesis 21.33 

26. Judges 9.6 

27. Joshua 24.26 
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buried under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh28. People made offerings upon 
the hills under Oak, Poplar, and Terebinth.29 


Horns: 


As in the Indus Valley worship, the figures with horns represent divinity, 
the horns represent divinity (god), ruling authority (King) and Teaching 
authority (Guru) in Sumeria and Babylonia too, says Marshall2° 


In the Old Testament, the horns represent power, victory and ruling 
powers! . The loss of power, victory or ruling power was symbolically 
represented by the cutting off of the horns.32 


Memorial Stone 


, One of the ancient Dravidian worships that could be seen in the 
Dravidian religions is the ‘memorial stone worship.’ The memorial stones 
found in the Indus Valley worship. 


Memorial stone worship is widely prevalent in Israelite worship and it is 
known as a stone pillar in the Old Testament of the Bible. For instance, 
when Jacob had a vision, he took the stone that was kept as a pillow by him 
while he slept on the way, and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top 
of it, and he said, 


‘and this stone, which | have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house; and of all that thou givest me | will give the tenth to 
thee. 3 

Like this there are many references in Israelite worship in the 
Old Testament of Bible? . 


Stone Pillar, Altar and Calf 


Jeroboam, the king of Israel, set a calf in Bethel and another one in 
Dan and offered sacrifices upon the altar? 


1 Samuel 31.12,13 


Hosea 4.13 
John Marshall, Mohenjadaro and Indus Civilization, vol.1, Arthur Probsthin, London, 1931,P.55 


Deutronomy 33.17, Micah 4.13, Psalms 92.10 


Jeremiah 48.25 
Genesis 28.16, 35.14 
Genesis 31.41-48; Exodus 24.4; Joshua 4.9; 1Samuel 7.12, 1Kings 12.28-33 


1Kings 12.28-33 
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So in the Israelite worship memorial stone, sacrificial altar and Calf 
were present and these three are present in the Saivite temples of India. 


According to historical analysis, the earliest instance for the form of 
worship mentioned above is found in the Bible from the period of Jacob to 
Hosea (approx. 1700 B.C.-722 B.C.), whereas the Saivite temples which 
also have the memorial stone, altar and calf are found together in the post- 
Christ era. 


Judaism 


In Judaism, instead of memorial stone worship, temple worship is seen. 
Instead of placing a stone and worshipping God, they built a temple which 
was built of many stones and offered sacrifice upon the altar and worshipped 
God. In Judaism, a single memorial stone worship had developed into a 
temple and there are no stone pillars and the image of the calf inside the 
temple. 


Christianity 


The Dravidian memorial stone worship as was found among the 
Israelites, attained its fulfillment in Christ and he is referred to as the living 
stone in Christianity. 


“Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God's 
sight chosen and precious. ...Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, 
a corner stone chosen and precious, and he who believes in 
him will not be put to shame’S® 


Referring to the ‘Son of God’ as living stone in Christianity leads to the 
ideology of calling every one of us as the temple of God. 


“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God's 
spirit dwells in you? 37 


“For we are the temple of the living God.%8 
This same concept is also in Saivism. 29 
Islam 


The same memorial stone worship could be seen in the Islamic 


36. 1Peter 2.4 

37 1Corinthians 3.16 

38 11 Corinthians 6.16 

39 Thirumular Thirumanthiram 1821 
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worship also. Amongst the five important duties of a Muslim, one is to pay a 
visit to Mecca and worship there. 


The Encyclopedia Britannica elucidates: 


Every Muslim who makes pilgrimage is required to walk around 
the Ka’bah seven times, during which process he kisses and 
touches the black stone ... Muslims consider the Ka’bah the 
most sacred spot on earth and they recite their prayers looking 
in its direction...4° 


In Mecca there is Ka’bha (or Qaaba) and a black stone (memorial 
stone) and, it is believed to be the Old Sivalinka. Malkani says: 


“Also much of what passes for Islam is Pre - Mohammedan Arab 
tribal customs, Qaaba, says Syed, is believed to be an old 
Shivalinka. "41 


A person who reaches Mecca for worship should change his clothes 
whoever he may be and wear only white dhoti and a white towel that are 
unstitched, go around the Ka’bha again and again and kiss the memorial 
Stone as a mark of his worship. They claim that they worship in the way their 
forefather Abraham (Ibrahim) worshipped. Also they observe tonsuring 
ceremony like Tamilians who go to Palani or Thirupathy and undergo the 
same ceremony. 


Scholars are of the opinion that wearing unstitched white dhoti and a 
white towel and going around a stone kissing and worshipping it, and 
observing tonsuring ceremony are the Tamilian or the Dravidian method of 
worship. This shows that Abraham was the descendant of the Dravidian 
race. Since he is the forefather of Israel, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
these religions are Dravidian religions. 


Dravidian Religious Sculptures of India: 


Study of the development of Iconography in India would throw light on 
the development of Dravidian religions and Iconography. Since the Indus 
Valley civilization is ancient, it is briefly touched here. 


(i) Indus Valley Sculptures 


In the Indus Valley civilization people worshipped God in semiform 


40 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol.5, Micropaedia, 15" (Ed), 1982 
41. K.R.Malkani, Why a Separate Sindh, Indian Express, Madras, February 2, 1992 
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(Memorial stone worship), female form, demigods form..... Memorial stones 
known as Sivalinkas and Ring Stones and figures of goddesses, demigods, 
Mother goddess worship or female worship played a significant role in the 
Indus Valley. Usually the goddesses and gods are symbolically represented 
by horns on their heads. Sacrifice did take place in the Indus Valley worship 
_ Bull is often seen on the Indus Valley seals and trees are venerated as 
they are very often seen on the seals. Apart from these, a torso of a male 
statue in a Yogic posture has been discovered in Mohenjadaro Female figures 
in terra-cotta are also found. Female and male figures, animals, mythical 
figures, trees and symbols like Swastika... depicted on the seals are found 
in large number.42 


After the Indus Valley civilization, sculptures are not found for a long 
period of time, and in the later period Jain and Buddhist sculptures occur. 


(ii) Jainism and Buddhism (6th c. B.C.) 


In Jainism and Buddhism, the memorial stone worship is known as 
Stupa. In memory of Buddha, Mahavir, and the Buddhist and Jain Teachers, 
they installed the stupas and worshipped them. Ayagapathas, snakes, trees 
and many symbols are there and are given a significant place. 


Both in Jainism and Buddhism other than stupas symbols like wheel, 
umbrella, conch, footprint, tri-ratna, fishes, mythical figures, Swastika... are 
seen on the ayagapathas. Many icons of the Yaksha, Yakshi and female 
statues like Lakshmi, Saraswathi can be seen in considerable numbers.4° 
In Buddhism the icon of the Buddha was not seen in the pre-Christ era. In 
Jainism, though a mutilated figure resembling Tirthankara is found in 
Lohanipur probably belonging to the pre-Christ era, a large number of 
sculptures of Jain Tirthankaras and the Buddhas are found only in the post- 
Christ era. Memorial stones are known as Stupas in Jainism and Buddhism. 


Ancient Dravidian Worship 


Reference about Ancient Dravidian Worship can be seen in the ancient 
Tamil literature known as the Sankam literature, which is dated between 3” 
c.B.C. and 3%c.A..D. and can be extended up to the 7"c.A.D. In this worship 

42. (1) John Marshall, Op.Cit., 
(I!) Emest Mackay, Early Indus Civilization, Indological Book Corporation, New Delhi, 1976 
43. (i) A.Ghosh, (Editor), Jaina Art and Architecture, Vol.ill, Bharatiya Jnanapith, New Delhi —1, 
1974 
ii) Jyoti Prasad Jain, Religion and Culture of the Jains, Bharathiya Jnanpita, New Dethi 1944 
iii) Susmita Pande, Birth of Bhakti in Indian Religions and Art, Books and Books Publishers 
and Distributors 4A/20A, Anakapuri New Delhi 110 058, First Published, 1982. 
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the memorial stones are known as Kanthu.44 People offered sacrifice and 
worshipped God in female and male form. Amongst the gods and goddesses, 
Kotravai (goddess of Victory) and Velan played a vital role, and hero worship 
was prevalent then. 


Sculptures (Icons) of post — Christ era : 


In the post — Christ era drastic changes have taken place in the worships 
and religions and large number of sculptures emerged. worshipping God in 
anthropomorphic form (sculptures) was developed. 


“A somewhat elaborate discussion about the origin and growth 
of the idea of Bhakti has been found necessary because the 
Solution of the whole problem of the origin of image-worship 
itself principally depends on it’.45 


In Jainism the figures of Tirthankara with Yaksha and Yakshi are found 
in large numbers. The figures of Mahavir and other Tirthankaras were installed 
and worshipped. This sect is known as Svetambara. The icons of 
Svetambara are seen clothed with open eyes, whereas the icons of 
Digambara are seen without clothing and closed eyes. In Buddhism the 
figures of the Buddha are seen in large numbers and are worshipped. The 
icons of Bodhisattvas convey the concept of the Son of God. 


“By the beginning of the Christian era Buddha came to be 
represented in the form of images. The ideas behind this great 
Step brought about a revolution in image making. The Mahayana 
doctrine brought about a new concept of the Buddha. He was 
seen as the absolute world principle, a personification of the 
highest truth, wisdom and goodness. As such he was developed 
as a desire to beheld and revered as a sacred __ person. He 
was considered to be the merciful redeemer of the world”.“© 


The figures of the Tirthankaras and the Buddhas in the Jain and 
Buddhist Stupas were engraved. Thus stupas with figures came into 
existence only in the post-Christ era. 


“From this medley of schisms and sects some order was found 


44 i) Pattinappaalai 246-249 
ii) Purananooru 52.12.13 

45. Jitendra Nath Banerjea, The Development of Hindu iconography, Munshiram Manoharial 
Publishers Pvt.Ltd., Delhi 110 006, Third Edition, January 1974, P.78 

46 Susmita Pande, Op.Cit, P.204 
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to emerge. The mosaic of belief was sure to produce patterns 
of well-defined norms, Accordingly we find in the first few 
centuries, before and after the beginning of the Christian era, 
these schisms and sects resolving themselves into well-known 
schools of widespread provenance. It was at this time that the 
multiplicity of Buddhist sects was crystallizing into the two great 
schools of Hinayana and Mahayana. It was also the time when 
the great sects of ‘Saivism and Vaishnavism’ were taking shape 
and there was a tendency for organization in a number of other 
sects (mentioned in the Puranas) through their medium. At this 
juncture the Jain sects coalesced to form the two great schools 
of Svetambara and Digambara. The historical imperative of 
the Kusanas and Guptas pursuing forward the process of 
synthesis and organization in the realm of faith and belief, aided 
this consummation.” 47 


The following statements of various historians explain that Saivite and 
Vaishnavite sculptures emerged in large numbers in the post-Christian era. 


“Images of gods and goddesses such as Siva in linga, human 
and arthanariesvara form, Siva-Parvati standing together, 
Kartikeya, Ganapathi etc., began to be made in considerable 
number in the beginning of the Kusana period at Mathura and 
Gandhara. The pantheon gradually got increased and became 
rather complex in the Gupta period. The Kartikeya cult seems 
to have been quite popular at Mathura during the Kusana 
period”.48 


‘In the early period of Christianity, Buddhism split into Hinayana 
and Mahayana. The religions Saivism and Vaishnavism were 
formed. Jainism split into Digambara and Svetambara’. *° 


‘In between 200 B.C. and 200 A.D Rama and Krishna became 
divine Avatars. In the Bhagavad Gita Krishna became the full 
Avatar of Vishnu. In the Upanisads he became an eternal 
Brahma. Mahayana Buddhism was formed and Buddha became 


47. Muni Uttam Kamal Jain, Jaina Sects and Schools, Concept publishing company, Delhi, F.P.1975 

48. Upendra Thakur, Some aspects of ancient Indian history and culture, Abhinav publica- 
tions, New Delhi 110 016, F.P.1974, Pp.246, 247 

49. Muni Uttam Kamal Jain, Op.Cit., P.3 
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an eternal God. Though it seemed that there were no changes 
taking place in the Vedas, new Upanisads were formed’ 5° 


“During the Saka-Kusana age the Bhagavata and Pasupatha 
attempts to bring humanity and divinity together were matched 
by Mahayana Buddhism, Where the bodhisattva, especially 
bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, is hard to distinguish from a gra- 
cious god, easily accessible to man. The Saddharma Pundarika 
goes on to place the highest emphasis on repeating the name 
of Avalokitesvara and calling on him for help and guidance. 
The notion of the Buddha as a supematural person manifesting 
himself in human form was elaborated into the doctrine of the 
three Bodies (trikaya) and also helped to the rise of the worship 
of the image of Buddha for worship. That, along with the new 
practice of the deva-kula(s) and the popular emphasis of 
pauranika Hinduism helped the rise of temple worship as a major 
feature among all the religious cults of India in the Gupta and 
the post-Gupta times. 


The Puranas, which were originally bardic compilations, were 
recast in the Kusana and Gupta periods as veritable popular 
expositions seeking to present a Syncretic and theistic religion. 
The doctrine of Trimurti was one of their greatest triumphs 
and the idea of incarnation was taken up and further devel- 
oped”.>1 


The Saivite and Vaishnavite sculptures which reveal the doctrine of 


trinity, doctrine of avatar etc. are not seen in the pre-Christ era and they are 


all seen in the post-Christ era only. 


Saivite and Vaishnavite figures which reveal the doctrine of Trinity, 


Avatar... are not at all seen in the pre-Christ era in India. None of the Siva, 
Muruka, Pillaiyar, Krishna... sculptures are seen in the pre-Christ era. All 


these sculptures belong only to the post-Christ era. 


“The idea of I’svara himself coming down amidst the mortals as an 


avatar to guide them to become perfect in their own nature, to become 
what they potentially are and living among them as a mortal, was in itself 
2) mmr a1 


J.N.Farquhar, An Outline of the Religious Literature of India, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi 7, 


F.Ed.1920, Pp.78,79 
Susmita Pande, Op.Cit, P.5 
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enough encouragement to the development of the images. They could evolve 
a definite iconography for the) avataras”.°2 


“By the time of the Gupta age the concept of avatara had become 
more popular’®3 : 


In Ellora and Elephanta the icons of Siva with three faces in one body 
are seen in large numbers. This shows that though God is represented in 
three different personalities as Siva, Sakthi and Kumarakkadavul, or, Siva, 
Vishnu and Brahma. 


Since these figures are seen in the post-Christ era, it is misconstrued 
that they are of the Brahminical contribution. Doctrine of Trinity in both 
Saivism and Vaishnavism is expressed through the icons as follows. 


The concept of trinity has its own central point in Saivism in the 
expression of “Somaskanda”. This expression when expanded would 
become Sa+Uma+Skanda which means God is along with Uma and Skanda. 
The same concept of trinity is depicted differently (Mummoorthy) in 
Vaishnavism. Here also the chief God is Siva. But instead of the female 
goddess Uma, there is another male god viz. Vishnu. In the place of Skanda 
there is Brahma, the son of God and the three persons in the Godhead are 
all male. This led to the concept of “Mummoorthygal”. 


The figures of Siva, Vishnu and Brahma are seen in Ellora, 
Kailasanatha, Mahabalipuram. Though there are three names for each of 
the three personalities of God, the entity is one and only one. This triune 
God is depicted as “three faced Siva” with one body. 


Sivalinkas engraved with Saivite and Vaishnavite figures are seen only 
in the post-Christ era. In the word Arthanarieswara, Artha means half, 
nari means female and Eswara means God. Thus Arthanarieswara means 
God whose left part is female. 


Harihara means Hari+Hara. Hara means Siva or God. Hari means 
Vishnu. In the Harihara concept, Hari is supposed to be the left part of Hara 
as per Vaishnavism, whereas in Saivism, Sakthi was supposed to occupy 
that part. The figures of Avatar are seen in the post-Christ era. 


Fundamental Doctrines of the religions mentioned above that 
developed in the post-Christ era can be summarized as follows: 
52. Susmita Pande, Birth of Bhakti in Indian Religions and Art, Books and Books Publishers 


and Distributors 4A/20A, Anakapuri New Delhi 110 058, First Published, 1982.P.194 
53. Ibid., P.200 
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1. Doctrine of Trinity 

2. Doctrine of Avatar 

3. Doctrine of fulfillment of sacrifice and 
4. Doctrine of salvation by faith 


These doctrines do not occur in the worships and religions of India in 
the pre — Christ era. If so the development of these doctrines that occur in 
India in the post — Christ era has to be analyzed. History of worships and 
religions of India through the ages would throw light on it. 


Worships and Religions of India in pre — Christ era: 


Worship is universal whereas religion requires doctrines and regulations 
based on scripture, philosophy, theology etc. 


Worships and religions of pre - Christ era are Indus Valley Worship, 
Buddhism and Jainism, Other Dravidian Worship (Sangam literature) and 
Aryan Worship. In the theistic worships (Indus Valley and Ancient Dravidian 
Worship) these doctrines are not traced since they were only in the form of 
worships and not of religions. There was no theistic religion in the pre - 
Christ era in India. Since Jainism and Buddhism are atheistic and agnostic 
religions, there is no room for the doctrines (Doctrine of trinity, Avatar, 
fulfillment of sacrifice) mentioned above in these religions.. 


Vedas 


Regarding the Vedas, it is generally thought that they are very 
ancient and are the basis for the development of Saivism and Vaishnavism. 
Before 2™ c. B.C. there is no historical evidence for the prevalence of Vedic 
worship in India. However, from the period of Pushyamithra, who established 
Sunga Dynasty in 185 B.C. there are evidences to hint the prevalence of 
Vedic worship in India. But, there was no Vedic religion in the pre - Christ 
era since the songs of worship were only in the oral form, and were later put 
into writing by Veda Vyasa, a Dravidian, in the post - Christ era. He compiled, 
arranged and classified them as ‘Vedas’. The Vedas are in Sanskrit and 
Sanskrit inscriptions are seen only in 2nd c. A.D. and thereafter. 


Before 2nd c. A.D. the languages that are seen in the inscriptions in 
India are Tamil, Pali, Arthamakathi, Greek, Aramaic... but not Sanskrit. The 
inscriptions of Ashoka were also in Greek, Aramaic... but not in Sanskrit. If 
Sanskrit was prevalent in the pre-Christ era, king Ashoka would have used 
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Sanskrit in his inscriptions to proclaim the verdict of cessation of sacrifice 
since sacrifice was very basic for the Vedic worship. It is to be noted that 
his inscriptions are in Aramaic, Greek and in Indian languages.... but not in 
Sanskrit. The first epigraphic evidence for the occurrence of Sanskrit is in 
2nd c. A.D. only. 


The first evidence of classical Sanskrit is attested by an inscription 
dating around A.D.150 in the Brahmi script.°4 


It records the repair of a dam originally built by Chandragupta 
Maurya, and also contains a panegyric in verse which can be 
regarded as the first literary composition in classical Sanskrit. It 
is at Girnar in Kathiawar and was inscribed by Rudradamana, 
the Saka Satrap of Ujjayini, on the same rock on which the 
Fourteen Rock Edicts of Asoka were also found.°* 


The basic doctrines mentioned earlier (Trinity, Fulfillment of Sacrifice...) 
of Saivism and Vaishnavism are not found in the Vedas. According to Saiva 
Sittanta, Siva is a Supreme loving God who took the form of a man and 
suffered to save the human beings. Whereas in the Vedas, Rudra is portrayed 
as one of the minor deities, and it is the god of storms. Likewise Vaishnavite 
Vishnu is nothing to do with the Vedic Vishnu. In the Vedas, Vishnu is sun, a 
creature whereas Vishnu is the Prime God in Vaishnavism and without him 
there is no Vaishnavism. Rudra and Vishnu do not play a significant role in 
the Vedas but they are just minor deities in the Vedas. 


- Worships mentioned above believed in God and offered sacrifice to 
God and were known as Sacrificial worships. Whereas religions mentioned 
above were agnostic or atheistic religions and they were non-sacrificial 
religions. Since they do not have any belief in God they do not offer sacrifices. 
Thus it should be noted that there were no theistic religions in India in the 
pre - Christ era. These doctrines cannot be seen in the worships that were 
prevalent in the pre-Christ era viz., Indus Valley worship, other ancient 
Dravidian worship and Aryan worship since they were worships and had not 
developed as religions. Likewise these doctrines cannot be seen in the 
atheistic religions that were prevalent in the pre-Christ era since there was 
no room for the concept of God in those religions. 


If these doctrines are not found in the Indian forms of Worship and 


54. Nirad C. Chaudhuri, Hinduism, Oxford University Press, 1979, Pp. 38,39 
$s. Ibid. 
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Religions in the pre-Christ era, then where could these doctrines have come 


from? These doctrines must have developed due to an outside religious 
influence exotic to the Indian soil. 


Trade Relationship : 


The trade relationship between India and other countries like Sumeria, 


Babylonia, Greek, Syria etc., has led to religious and cultural contributions. 
Various Aspects: 


The trade relationship between India and other countries like Sumeria, 
Babylonia, Greek, Syria etc., has led to religious and cultural contributions. 


In Solomon's period silver, monkey, ivory, tukim, precious stones etc., were 
imported to his kingdom. | 


2) Of the foreigners who traded with India, the Greeks, the Romans, 
the Jews and the Syrians were collectively called ‘Yavanas’ by Indians.56 


Ashoka’s inscriptions tell of the settlement of Yavanas in North India 
and of the rule of the Yavanarajas in some of the places in North India.’ The 
Greek and the Aramaic inscriptions, discovered in North India, belong to the 
Ashoka period. B.N.Mukherjee explains this as follows: 


“An octagonal pillar of white marble on which Aramaic inscription 
is engraved was found in Taxila.°” 


Traditionally Takshasila or Takshas’ila was the capital or the seat of 
power of Gandhara. An Aramaic inscription of king Ashoka, found at 
Takshasila proves that it had enjoyed an administrative and/or political status 
higher than that of the provinces ruled by high officials. 


“Yona, Kamboja and Gandhara were in strategically important 
areas of the empire. The issuance of edicts in Aramaic and 
Greek in those territories speak in Volume of Asoka’s concern 
for them..” °8 


“In the Achaemenid empire Aramaic was one of the official 
languages and the principal speech of traders from Egypt and 


: : 
56. i) K.K.Pillai, History of Tamilakam People and culture, Tamilnadu Text Book Society, Chennai, 


F.Ed.,1972,P.79 
ii) M.Deivanayagam, COMPARATIVE STUDY OF BIBLE, THIRUKKURAL AND SAIVA 


SIDDHANTHA, international Institute of Tamil Studies, Taramani, 2” od, 1887 

57. B.N.Mukherjee, Studies in the Aramaic Edicts of of Asoka, Calcutta, Indian Museum, 1984, 
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Asia Minor to India. Thus, at least during the Achaemenid rule 
in parts of the north-western section of the Indian sub continent 
and its borderlands there could have been settlements of 
Aramaic speaking (or knowing families of merchants and 
administrators) the language of the Aramaens is indicated in 
the Bible as ‘aramit’. It belonged to the group of Semitic 
languages. ”©9 


Also Yavanarajas were serving under Asoka. It is to be noted that 
Aramaic was spoken by Jesus. 


In Tamil Sankam literature (approximately 3rd c.B.C - 3rd c.A.D.) there 
are many references about Yavanas®9 and about the settlement of Yavanas 
in Pondichery. There are ample Numismatic evidences for this since many 
coins of the Yavanas were unearthed in Tamilnadu and in South India. Indian 
sculptures were influenced by the Yavana art. Since this relationship leads 
to cultural and religious contribution, the Indian beliefs and religious thoughts 
are seen in the Yavana beliefs and literature and vice versa. 


Since trade relationship leads to cultural and religious contribution, the 
Indian beliefs and religious thoughts are seen in the Yavana beliefs and 
literature and vice versa. 


For e.g. On seeing a blind by birth, Disciples asking Jesus, why was 
he born as a blind? Was it because of his sin or of his forefathers? The 
second question shows their traditional belief, but the first question has to 
be deeply analysed. Since he was blind by birth itself, the question, whether 
it is because of his sin means was he sinned in his previous birth. It shows 
the influence of karma theory. Hence this thought shows the influence of 
Karma theory of Jainism and Buddhism. 


History of religions reveals that the doctrine of God taking the form of 
man, coming into this world and sacrificing himself are the basic doctrines 
of Christianity. Christianity that developed in India from the early centuries 
of Christian era (Say from 1* c.A.D.) in the Indian soil, Indian culture and 
Indian language is Early Indian Christianity. Like this, the Christian doctrines 
such as trinity, avatar, and fulfillment of sacrifice.... are also observed in the 
Indian religions. 


History of religions reveal that the arrival of Christianity in India in 1st 


808509 
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c.A.D. and it's development in the Indian language and culture actualized a 
great way for the development of Christian theology in India. Early Indian 
Christianity is explained in three different aspects in Indian literature and 
they are the 


1. Historical aspect 

2. Mythical aspect and 

3. Theological and Philosophical aspect and apart from literature 
4. Development of iconography 


also throws much light in understanding the development of theological 
and philosophical thoughts. 


Christianity that developed in India from the early centuries of Christian 
era ( Say from 1* c. A.D....) was deep rooted in the Indian soil and culture 
and developed as Early Indian Christianity. 


It is generally believed that St. Thomas on coming to India, met 
the Taxila ruler Gondophores and converted him to Christianity. 
Gondophores was considered to be a mythical figure until the 
recent excavations at Taxila where billon coins of Gondophores 
were unearthed.®1 


Though the arrival and the works of St. Thomas in India are denied, 
recent archaeological excavations and the historical study of sculptures and 
religions reveal the development of Early Indian Christianity. 


Christ has fulfilled the worships and religions of the pre - Christ era 
and this can be summarised as follows. 


When Christ died on the cross, he was hanging on the cross without 
any cloth that is in the Digambara stage, he sacrificed Himself. Hence a 
complete renounced life can be seen in Christ. Digambaras do not wear 
clothes , they meditate and do penance only for their Nirvana. Hence all the 
sculptures belonging to the Digambara sect are closed eyes and unclothed. 


Svetambara Jainism 
After Christ only the Svetambara sect and all the sculptures of this 
sect are found with their eyes closed. .............a new concept that one 


should have concern for others was developed in Svetambara sect in the 


secessionists EL 
61. Jitendra Nath Banerjea, Op.Cit., P.118 
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post — Christ era. Hence the sculptures are seen with dresses and opened 
eyes.. 


Mahayana Buddhism 


Mahayana Buddhism is the offshoot of Early Indian Christianity. 
According to Hinayana (that which was _ originated by Buddha in the pre - 
Christian era), nothing was created by God, and regarding nirvana one can 
obtain it by one’s own efforts or be guided by others. But Mahayana Buddhism 
is totally contrary to Hinayana Buddhism. According to Mahayana Buddhism, 
everything was created by God and God came into this world and took the 
form of a man, sacrificed himself and gave salvation to human beings. 


The doctrine of trinity is explained in Mahayana Buddhism as 
e Dharma Kaya (God the Father) 

¢ Sambhoga Kaya (God the Holy Spirit) 

¢ and Nirmana Kaya (God the Son) 


The following statements of different scholars would throw light on this 
doctrine. 


“B.L. Suzuki compares the idea of trikaya to the philosophy of 
trinity in Christianity. The Dharmakaya thus corresponds to 
Godhead in Christianity the source of all, realized only through 
mystical experiences. This being becomes God as usually 
known to all as Sambhogakaya. But ordinary people need 
something more tangible and require a living personality-hence 
Nirmanakaya. |n other words, the three kayas stand for the 
Godhead, God and Christ. Or, she says, we might compare 
the dharmakaya to Parabrahma, Sambhogakaya to Isvara and 
Nirmanakaya to the avataras’®2 


“Moreover, the Bodhisattva was thought of as a spirit not only 
of compassion but also of suffering. Many sources establish 
the vow or resolve of the Bodisattva, which is sometimes 
expressed in almost Christian terms: 


‘| take upon myself... the deeds of all beings, even of those in 
the hells, in other worlds, in the realms of punishment... | take 


62. B.L.Suzuki, Mahayan Buddhism, A brief outline, P.42, quoting the Awakening of faith, Pp. 101- 
102, quoted by Susmita Pande, Op.Cit., Pp.87,88 


70 


their suffering upon me.... | bear it, | do not draw back from it, | 
do not tremble at it ... | have no fear of it... | do not lose heart... 
/ must bear the burden of all beings, for | have vowed to save all 
things living, to bring them safe through the forest of birth, age, 
disease, death and rebirth. | think not of my own Salvation, but 
Striveto bestow on all beings the royalty of supreme wisdom. 
So | take upon myself all the sorrows of all beings. | resolve to 
bear every torment in every purgatory of the universe. For it is 
better that | alone suffer than the multitude of living beings. | 
give myself in exchange. | redeem the universe from the forest 
of purgatory, from the womb of flesh, from the realm of death. | 
agree to suffer as a ransom for all beings, for the sake of all 
beings. Truly | will not abandon them. For | have resolved to 
gain supreme wisdom for the sake of all that lives, to save the 
world. 


The idea of the Suffering Savior might have existed in some 

form in the Middle East before the emergence of Christianity, 

but features like this are not attested in | Buddhism until after 

the beginning of the Christian era. The Suffering Bodhisattva 

So closely resembles the Christian conception of the God 

who gives his life as a ransom for many that we cannot dismiss 

the possibility that the doctrine was borrowed by Buddhism from 

Christianity”. © 

Apart from Jainism and Buddhism, Christ has also fulfilled the Indus 
Valley worship, the Ancient Dravidian Worship and the Vedic worship, and 
because of His fulfillment they were developed as Six-fold religion. 


Susmita Pande in her thesis ‘Birth of Bhakti in Indian Religions and 
Art’ says; 

‘It has even been held that the development of the true religion 

of the heart of bhakti really belongs to Medieval India, 

presumably owing its effervescence to the fertilizing influences 

of Islam, if not Christianity” 


and concludes 


63. A.L.Basham, The Wonder that was India, P.277 
64. Sumita Pande, Op.Cit., P.VII 
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“that the concept of BHAKTI and God's grace in the above 
account (Vaishnavism) shows the influence of Christian 
doctrines”. ® 


Monier williams states 


“Yaishnavism has more common ground with Christianity 
than any other form of non-Christian faith’ 


‘Pandita Ramabai felt that by becoming a follower of Christ, she 
had not betrayed her ancient culture and tradition. But on the 
other hand, she learnt that her ancient religion become more 
meaningful and enriched only with her experience in Christ.’ 


‘Christ of the history has reincarnated in the mythological India 
and He has become the Nishkalank Avatar (Sinless incamation), 
Jivanmuktha, Sachidananda and Karmayog/. 


Fr. Reymond Panickar in his commentary on the Brahma Sutras says; 


“That from which the world comes forth and to which it returns 
and by which it is sustained, that “that” is Christ’.©” 


Like this so many scholars find similarities among these religions (Early 
Indian Christianity and Europeanised Indian Christianity)). 


Bhakthi Movement in South: 


History of Religious developments unveils the fact that the origin of 
the Bhakthi Movement occurred in Tamil Nadu, South India. The Temple, 
which is traditionally said that it is the birth place for Thiruvalluvar, who is the 
pioneer for the development of the Bhakthi Movement and its literature in 
Tamil, is in Mylapore, Tamil Nadu. 


All the 63 Nayanmars of Saivism and the 12 Alwars of Vaishnavism 
belong to Tamil Nadu. The 12 Thirumurais of Saivism and the Nalayira Divya 
Prabandham of Vaishnavism are all in Tamil. In India, out of the 270 temples 
(approximately) of Siva, , more than 230 temples are in Tamil Nadu. Likewise 
out of 108 shrines of Vaishnavism 96 are in Tamil Nadu. Hindu Philosophies 


ncn nee emnennnemnmmmeassessneeeemenessceeescememceecesacsccsccsasssssssaaassaasssasasasasssaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasaaasal 
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such as Advaita, Visishtadvaita and Saiva Siddhantha have all originated 
from Tamil Nadu and have spread to North India. Six Significant temples 
(arupadai veedu) of Kumarakkadavul, Son of God are all in Tamil Nadu. 


When Christianity came to India, the New testament was not compiled 
at that time. Naturally this would lead to the lack of historicity. The need of 
presenting Christianity at the grass root level in the later period led to the 
development of myths. Since the doctrine of trinity, doctrine of avatar, and 
the doctrine of fulfillment of sacrifice have to be explained in the mythical 
aspect at the grass root level, mythical Christ is seen in the Indian religions 
in different languages in different terms. 


Though the terms are different and seem to be different Gods and 
Goddesses, they all refer to one God. An unbiased examination of myths 
would unveil the hidden Christ. 


Unless, the Saivite and Vaishnavite philosophies, theologies and hymns 
are analyzed deeply without any prejudice the hidden Christianity would not 
be unveiled. The development of the doctrines mentioned above in the myths 
are briefly pointed out here. 


Mythical Explanation: 


After Christianity started developing in India, the doctrine of trinity was 
envisioned in different angles in myths. When the trinity was explained as 
Father, Holy Spirit and Son, some envisioned the Holy Spirit in a female 
form. 


The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Holy Trinity is also seen as a 
female in many of the east traditions. In Hebrew language the term Spirit 
(Ruah) is feminine. Many of the activities attributed to the Spirit such as 
inspiring, creating and nurturing are considered as feminine activities. 


‘According to this group, in a family, if there is a father and a son, 
naturally there would be a mother in between them. So, they envisioned the 
Holy Spirit as mother or Sakthi or Power and they explained the trinity as 
Appan (father), Ammai (mother-Sakthi) and Makan (Son). They also 
explained Siva (which means love), Sakthi and Kumarakkadavul (son of 
God) as Somaskanda. Somaskanda is a Sanskrit word 


aaa, 
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(Sa+Umat+Skanda) which means God who is with Uma (Mother) and Skanda 
(Son). This is known as Saivism. 


When the Holy Spirit was envisioned in female form by a school of 
thought, naturally there would be opposition and another school of thought 
emerged. According to it, since a virgin gave birth to a Son by the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit must be a male form, and it was envisioned in a male 
form. They explained all the three in the trinity in male forms. (Father in 
male form, Holy Spirit in male form and Son in male form). This is developed 
as Mummoorthy in Vaishnavism. 


While Saivism denoted Holy Spirit as Sakthi (female form); 
Vaishnavism denoted Holy Spirit as Vishnu (male form). The root word for 
Vishnu is Vinn. Vinn and Vaan to the sky or firmament. The word ‘Vishnu’ is 
the Sanskritised form of Vinn. Trinity is explained in Vaishnavism as Siva, 
Vishnu and Brahma that is Mummoorthy. This is known as Vaishnavism. 
Both the Saivite and Vaishnavite mythical explanations refer to God the 
father as one and the same person, Siva. God the Holy Spirit is in two 
forms, one is in female form that is Sakthi (Saivism) and the other is in male 
form that is Vishnu (Vaishnavism). 


If the left half of Siva’s body is portrayed in female form (Sakthi), it is 
-known as ‘Arthanarieswara’ and if the same left half of Siva’s body is 
portrayed in male form (Vishnu), it is known as ‘Harihara’. 


Since the left half of Siva’s body is portrayed in male form as well as in 
female form, it clearly shows that the left half of Siva’s (God the father) 
body is the metaphorism of Holy Spirit in two different angles. 


The envisioning of the Holy Spirit in a female form has developed into 
Saivism and the envisioning of the Holy Spirit in a male form has developed 
into Vaishnavism. 


The Son of God is envisioned in four angles in Saivism and 
Vaishnavism. 


1) | The victory over Satan is explained in Kumarakkadavul (Son of God) 
concept; 


2) Death and resurrection is explained in Ganapathi or Pillaiyar concept. 
(Pillai means Son of God, ‘ar’ is a respectable suffix) 


3) His power of creation is explained in Brahman (creator) concept. 


4) Seeing Son of God as the light of the world is explained in ‘Aiyappa 
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concept’. People visit Sabarimala to see light (Mahara Jyothi) in the 
Aiyappa worship. 


Though four names are mentioned, actually they all refer to one that is 
Son of God in four views as explained above. 


Kumarakkadavul 
Pillaiyar 

Vishnu Brahman 
Aiyappan 


Seven names are mentioned in the above chart. Siva is the father of 
four different names that refer to the Son of God. Inthe place of Holy Spirit, 
Sakthi and Vishnu are seen. 


The four names mentioned above to explain the son of God refer to 
one and the same person in four different views and except Brahman, others 
developed as separate sects. Since, the Brahman concept was corrupted 
by the Aryans (Brahminism) there is no separate sect for Brahma. Out of 
the seven names mentioned above, six have developed as Six-Fold Religion 
and they are the denominations of Early Indian Christianity’ 69 


Philosophical Aspect : 


Explanation of Trinity in Saivism and Vaishnavism can be summarized 
as follows: 


Aparam 
(with form ) 


Vyunha Swarupa 


Param Paraparam 
(Formless) (semiform ) 


Vaishnavism | Para Swarupa Antaryami (Grouped form) 
Swarupa 

(Transcendent (Immanent Vibhava 

form) form) Swarupa 
(Incarnated 
form) 
Archavatara 
Swarupa 


(Adorable form) 
_ 


69. M.Deivanayagam, COMPARATIVE STUDY OF BIBLE, THIRUKKURAL AND SAIVA 
SIDDHANTHA, international Institute of Tamil Studies, Taramani, 2" ed.,1997 


75 


The ‘Murthibhedas’ of Vaishnavism also are basically the exegies of 
Trinity. “ 


Sivalinka worship of the Post — Christ era is of the worship of Trinity. 
Sivalinka is divided into three segments, Brahma bhaka, Vishnu bhaka and 
Siva bhaka. 


Likewise the tenets of Vedanta also are interwoven with the elements 
of Triad. 1 


Doctrine of Trinity that was explained in the Dravidian religions of India 
can be given as follows: 


Doctrine of Trinity 


‘christianity [Father [ HolySpit_ | Son 

FTonaiwral | adowe [von | Nester 
Kaya Kaya Kaya 

[sewen | ewan [Arai | Wagan 


God who took the form of a man had been chiseled in different angles 
in Sculptures in Buddhism and Six-fold religions. 


Literary, Theological and Iconographic Aspect: 
Trinity and Avatar : 


Visualizing God in three forms as ‘Aruvam,, ‘Uruvam’, and “Aruvuruvam’ 
is sung by Thirugnana sampanthar in Tevaram as follows: 


‘The Triune Prime God’ ’2 


“ The eternal God (Siva) and the Ornamented one 
(Vitnu), 


a 


70. J._David Baskara Doss, Social Justice in Dravidian Religion, SocialJustice in Indian Litera- 
tures, Mariyakam, Madras — 87, 1997, P.189 

71. David Baskara Doss.J., Six Dharshanas and the religion of the Tamils (in the light of Bible), 
Ph.D. Thesis, Madras University, 1998, P.123 

72. Thirugnana Sampantha Swamigal Devaram (Thalamurai), Sri Kasi Mutt, Thirupananthal 
612 504, F.Ed.,1988, S.No.154 (1) 
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And the eternal one on the Lotus (Brahma). 
if examined are one and the same 

But the ignored are confused” 73 

In Vaishnavism Trinity is expressed as follows: 
‘Moovaraahiya Moorthiyai’ ”4 (Triune God) 
‘Moovaraahiya Oruvanai’ 7° (Triune person) 


‘Udambu Uruvil Moonronroi’ ’®(One in Trinity in the bodily 
appearence). 


Sculptures: 


Sivalinkas with anthropomorphic forms occur in the post Christ era. 
Ekamuka Sivalinkas and Panmukha Sivalinkas (many faced Sivalinkas) 
occur in the post Christ era. 77 


Likewise on Stupas engraved figures of Buddha and various forms of 
Buddha occur in the post — Christ era only. In Jainism figures of Tirthankaras 
are seen on the stupas in post — Christ era only. 


Icons of Murugan and Pillaiyar of Saivism and Avatars of Vaishnavism 
occur in the post Christ only. era. 


The figures of Siva, Vishnu and Brahma are seen in Ellora, 
Kailasanatha, Mahabalipuram. Though there are three names for each of 
the three personalities of God, the entity is one and only one. 


In Ellora and Elephanta the icons of Siva with three faces in one body 
are seen in large numbers. This shows that though God is represented in 
three different personalities as Siva, Sakthi and Kumarakkadavul, or, Siva, 
Vishnu and Brahma, he is not three but one God in three personalities. 78 


This triune God is depicted as “three faced Siva’ with one body. 


The purpose of the avatar of God is explained in Saivism as follows: 


SSS 


73. Thirumanthiram-52 

74. Nammalvar Thiruvoimoli 3-6-2 (2360) 

75. Peria Thirumoli 3-1-10 (1157) 

76. Peria Thirumoli 2-5-3 

77. Akharpur- Mathura, Mathura Museum, 81.19: 19.1588 

78. Devakala, ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF TAMIL BHAKTHI MOVEMENT (IN THE LIGHT 
OF BIBLE), Thesis (University of Madras), 1993 
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“lravaa inbaththu yemai _ iruththa vendip 
piravaa muthalvan piranthaan” 79 
(The unborn prime God was born to give us eternal pleasure.) 


Vaishnavism explains that God was born so He could deliver man from 
sinful nature and give a new life. This is being sung as follows: 


“Poinninra gnanamum pollaa olukkum alukkudambhums 
inninra neermai ini yaam vuraamai vuyir alippaan 
ienninra yoniumaai piranthaai imaiyore thalaivaa”®° 
(God was born from a noble woman in order to give us a new 
life so that deceptive knowledge, immorality and unclean body 
would not possess us) 


if it is said that God became an avatar so that man can be liberated 
from the bondage of sin to acquire eternal happiness, then a question arises 
here. 


Sin/Mala: 


When did man fall into evil? Sivagnanapotham, the theological 
foundation for Saivism says as follows, 


“Avan aval athu yenum avai moovinaimayin 
thotria thithiye odungi malaththulathaam 
antham aathi yenmanaar pulavar”®' 

(In the beginning God created man (avan-first man), woman 
(aval-first woman) and the world (athu) in three different actions 
and they were holy. But, later on they fell into the sin or malam, 
which ended the life of holiness and was the beginning of sin 
say the scholars.) 


\ 


How did creation that was holy, fall into the sin? Saiva Siddhanta 
explains it as follows, 


“Muththi mutharkodikkae mogak kodi padarnthu 
aththi paluththathu yenru vunthee para 
appalham vunnaathae vunthee para” ®2 


79. Poatrip Pakrodai 69 

80. Nammativar Thiruviruthum 1 - 3580 
81. Sivagnanapotham - 1 

82. Thiruvuntiyar 41 
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(Amongst the creatures which were holy, on the first creeper 
(first man), the creeper of sin crept over it and bore the fruit of 
evil. Speak this forth. Do not partake of that fruit. Speak this 
forth.) 


When did this happen? According to the Bible, the first man Adam ate 
the fruit that he was forbidden to eat. Adam was given the commandment 
not to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, but when 
he disobeyed God, sin took dominion over him says the Bible. And the 
descendants of the first man, have fallen into sin. Hence the sinful nature 
that continuously passes through the generations, is known as ‘Sahasa Mala’ 
in Saivism, and ‘Janmabhandh’ in Vaishnavism. 


Sacrifice / Thavam : 


Saivism and Vaishnavism accept that all the people are born with a 
sinful nature. God alone is holy without sin. But Advaitists, whose doctrines 
are totally contrary to the doctrine of God, say that the concept of sin is 
‘maya’ or illusion. Then each one can claim that ‘lam God’ and become 
€qual with God. How can aman who is born with a sinful nature be liberated? 
It is explained in Saiva Siddhanta by the following illustration. If we want to 
make copper free from rust, gold, which is never affected by rust, should be 
melted together with it and mixed. Thereafter it will not be affected by rust. 
Likewise, God alone who is holy can liberate human beings that have a 
sinful nature by birth. In order to redeem man from sin and show him the 
path, God became a man with five senses. 


This is explained in Vaishnavism as follows. 
‘Pavam aruppaar’®? (God who takes away our sin) 


“Avan kandaai nannenjae aararulum kedum 
avan kandaai aimpulanaai ninraan avan kandaai...”°4 
(You with a pure heart, know him who is with five senses, and 
who is having grace, and who is the destroyer of sin) 


The above-mentioned songs show that God became a man with five 
senses and destroyed the power of sin. Thus, God became a man with five 
senses - a Guru and observed the penance of the suffering of death in 
order to redeem man. It is explained in Saivism as follows, 


83. Sadagopar Anthaathi — 8 
84. Nalaryira Divya Prabhandam- Eyarpa erandam Thiruvanthaathi-(24)-3307 
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“Aimpula  vaedarin ayarnthanai' valarnthena 
thammuthal guruvumoi dhavaththinil vunarththa vittu 
anniyam inmaiyin aran kalhal selumae”®° 

(God who came into this world as a Guru on seeing the souls 
who are living in worldly pleasure by enjoying the pleasures of 
the five senses, made them to feel through his penance of 
suffering of death that they have forgotten their creator and are 
living in sin. Once the soul is enlightened through his suffering, 
it repents of its sins, and the separation with God is removed 
and it reaches the feet of God) 


This is explained in Saiva Siddhanta by the following illustration. A son 
of a king was lost and he was living as a hunter with the hunters, and he did 
not know that he was the son of a king. One day, when the king came to 
know that his son was living as a hunter, he wanted to see him immediately. 
It occurred to him that if he were to go as a king his son might be afraid of 
him and run away. So, he disguised himself as a hunter and went to meet 
him and talked with him. He explained to his son that he was not a hunter 
but a son of a king and took him back to his palace. Likewise, God took the 
form of a man to redeem mankind who were enslaved by the pleasures of 
this world and had forgotten their God. Also, he made them to realize who 

_ they are through his penance of the suffering of death. 


‘Penance’ doesn't refer to the penance that is being observed by a 
hermit in a forest. Thiruvalluvar says that real penance is sacrificing ones 
own life for others. 


‘Thanuir thaanarap peruthal’ ®6 
Hence God is described in Saivism as 


‘Meydhavankaan’ 9%” (Look at the one who has done true 
penance) 


‘Perundhavaththu yem pingnagan kaan’ ®8 (Look at our Lord 
of great penance) 


The same concept is explained in Vaishnavism as follows. 


85. Sivagnanapotham - 8 
, Thirukurral 268 
87. Thirunavukkarasar 265-8 
Appar —S.N. 278-5 
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‘Thaanae dhava vuruvum”®9 
(He is the embodiment of penance) 


‘Sinthanaiyai dhavaneriyai thirumaalai’”° 
(He is our thought who is a path through his penance of sacrifice 
and is Thirumal) 


‘Pinakkara aruvagai samayamum neriyulli vuraiththa 
kanakkaru nalaththan; anthamil aathiam pagavan 
vanakkudai dhavaneri valininru’9’ 

(The consistent central theme revealed by the Six-fold religion 
is that God is the one who is the source of all blessings and is 
the one who has neither beginning nor end, and is the one who 
showed the path through his great penance of suffering) 


Hence, the God who accepted the penance of the suffering of death 


and offered himself as a sacrifice is being sung in the following Saivite songs. 


‘Aviyumaagi’9? (One who became the sacrifice) 


‘Aviyaai aviyumaagi arukkamaai perukkamaagi 
paaviyar paavam theerkum paramanoi Brahmanaagi’9? 
(The supreme God became Brahma and he is the sacrifice and 
sacrificed himself in order to redeem sinners) 


The songs mentioned above explain that God became man and 


sacrificed himself in order to redeem the sinners. Hence God sacrificed his 
five senses, he is known as 


‘Ainthaviththaan”™4 (One who sacrificed his five senses) 
and it is being explained in Thirukkural as follows: 


“Pori vaayil ainthaviththaan poitheer olhukka 
neri ninraar needu vaalhvaar” 9° (Those who follow the one, 
who sacrificed his five senses on an instrument and showed 
the way and who is the life and truth, will have etemal life) 


RESESES 
— 


Nalaryira Divya Prabhandam- lyarpa mundram Thiruvanthaathi-38-4321 
Periya Thirumothi 6-3-7 (1404) 

Nammaivar Thiruvaimolhi 1-3-5 (2108) 

Appar 307-8 

Thirunavukkarasar Devaram — S.N. 320 

Thirukkural — 25 

Thirukkural — 6 
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The term ‘Ainthaviththaan’ can be seen only in two places in 
Thirukkural and it does not refer to a hermit who controls his five senses. 
Also this term is not seen in any song on sanyasins, but this term exclusively 
refers to God who sacrificed his five senses. Since it refers to God who took 
the form of a man it is seen in an invocation of God that is in the first and 
third chapters which is praising God the Father (Kadavul vaalhththu) and 
God the Son (Neeththaar perumai). 


Scuptures showing penance or Thavam 


Sculptures of Yogasana Siva and Yogasana Vishnu are revealing the 
concept of penance. Even though observing penance is not appropriate to 
God, for the sake of human society, the sacrifice of God is explicated through 
the concept of penance. 


The figure of Bodhisattva Neelakanda Lokeswara (Sarnath Museum) 
with a cup in his hands in Buddhism conveys this concept. Since the concept 
of Bodhisattva implies his sacrifice for the welfare of human society, occurring 
with a cup in his hands with a title Neelakandalokesvar has to be noted 
here. 


Redemption: 
‘| will deliver thee from all sins’ 96 
says Bhagavad — Gita. 


The feet of God look like a red flower since he shed his blood for the 
redemption of mankind. It is sung in Saiva Siddhanta as follows, 


‘Semmalar nonthaalh seral ottaa 

ammalam kaliee anbar’?” 

(His feet are like a red flower since he observed nonbu or 

sacrificed himself to redeem the people from their sins). 

Once the soul is cleansed from its sin through the sacrifice of God, it is 
freed from sin and it becomes a temple of God. This is sung as follows, 


“Semmalar nonthaal seral ottaa 
ammalam kaliee anbarodu mariyee 
maalara neyam malinthavar vaedamum 


aalayam thaanum aran yena tholumae’?® 


cin Sse len 
96. Bhagavadgita-18 66 

97. Sivagnanapotham - 12 

98 Sivagnanapotham - 12 


(Once God cleanses a soul which is Separated by sin from the 
feet of God which looks like a red flower because of its sacrifice 
(nonbu), it becomes one with God and it is freed from confusion 
and it overflows with love of God and it reaches the feet of God 
and become a temple of God.) 


Thirumular says 


‘Ullam perungovil voon udambu aalayam”9 
(Our soul is a great temple and also our body is a temple) 


Vaishnavism denotes this as ‘Shethram’ or ‘Shethranggnan’. 


The theme of the songs mentioned above is that God became an 
avatar, and sacrificed himself in order to liberate the sinners who are 
entangled with their sins. 


Religion and Spirituality 
Religion is different from Spirituality. 


Spiritualists regard every religion as equal. They have no religious 
fanaticism. Faith with reasoning is Spiritual whereas blind faith is religious. 
Blind faith may sometimes contradict, controvert and vary from one religion 
to other. Blind faith will lead to religious controversies and religious conflicts. 
Rational faith will generate harmony. It will provide an opportunity to explain 
about one’s faith to others. It will unite all religions. It will identify the spiritual 
truths from all religions and discard political hegemony. It will promote spititual 
unity and universal welfare. Those who believe in universal welfare will 
liberate themselves from the hold of religion and will lead spiritual lives. 


Dravidian Spiritual Heritage 


Dravidian religions have rich Spiritual heritage. Against casteism and 
racism , Dravidian Spirituality emphasizes and encourages fraternity and 
brotherhood. 


“ Every country is my country; and all are my kith and kin” 
(Yaadhum Voorae Yaavarum Kaelir). This is Dravidian 
Spirituality. Where there is humanism, brotherhood and fraternity 
there will be peace and harmony. 


‘Loving the neighbor as oneself’ (Christ) 


99 Thirumular Thirumundiram 1792 
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‘Living for others’ (Bodhisattva doctrine — Buddhism) 


‘Every man has to see others as his own brothers and 
sisters’ (Islam) 


‘Rendering Service to God is rendering service to man’ 
(Saivism) 


Apart from loving others and rendering service, returning good for evil 
will lead to a wonderful path of peace and harmony. A Gujarat didactic 
stanza runs as follows: 


“For a bowl of water give a goodly meal 

For a kindly greeting bow thou down with zeal 
For a simple penny pay thou back with gold 

If thy life be rescued, life do not withhold 

Thus the words and actions of the wise regard 
Every little service ten fold they reward 

But the truly noble know all men as one 

And return with gladness good for evil done”,19° 


‘You are the temple of God’ (Christ) 
‘Human beings are the walking temples’ (Saivism) 
‘Shethragnagna’ (Vaishnavism) 


if it is said that human beings are the temple of God, then where will 
be a room for casteism or racism? 


Thus the quoted verses express the Dravidian Spirituality in which there 
is no room for casteism, racism, religious and communal fanaticism. Instead 
there is place for rich spirituality that tends to peace, harmony, brotherhood, 
humanism, fraternity, unity etc., Hence it has to be explored and exposed to 
bring peace and harmony. 


Dravidian Spiritual prayer'©’ that tends to harmony and peace is given 
as follows: 


Kadavul anpakave irukkirar” : ‘God is love’ 


“Anpum Sivamum irandenpar arivilar” : 


100. Marsiana, key-note address, Humanism in Indian Literatures, S.Innasi and others (Edited), 
Mariyakam, Madras 600 087, 1995, (P.10) 
101. INDIA IN THIRD MILLENNIUM, Dravidian Spiritual Movement, F.P.2000, Pp.48,49 
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“Only the ignorant will say that love is different from Sivam” 


Oh God whose form is Love! 
In Tamil your name is Sivan 
In Hebrew your name is Yahweh 
In Arabic your name is Allah, 


Your divine power is called 
Mother by Saivites 
Vishnu by Vaishnavites, 
Holy spirit by Christians 
Ruhullah by Muslims 


Your Graceful form of voice 
Jesus by Christians 
Kumaran and Pillaiyar by Saivites. 
Brahman and Ayyappan by Vaishnavites 
Kalimathullah by Muslims 


Even though you are adored and worshipped 
In different religions by different names, 

In different voices, and in different languages, 
You are one and the same and not many. 


Be gracious to help us 

to realise this spiritual truth 

that has come to us 

through history of Dravidian Religious. 


We are divided in the name of 
different religions, languages, races. 
Help us to unite in spirit, 

Prevent us from acting selfishly 

as you are universal good personified. 


Whenever we commit mistakes selfishly 
you raise atheists from amongst us 
from time to time to make us think and 
give up religious intolerance and 

steer us through the right way. 


Religious contradictions are caused by our ignorance. 
Lack of understanding lead us to imagine 
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that there are many gods; 
You are invoked by many names, in different languages, 
Only the voices are different And not the meaning 


‘Water’ - in English, 
‘Thanneer’ - in Tamil, 
‘Neelu’ - in Telugu 

‘Paani’ - in Hindi and so on 


In the same way, 
You are one only. Your names are many 


The names do not quench one’s thirst. 
Only those who drink water get their thirst quenched. 


Water is :- 


Liquid here 

Ice there, 

And vapour everywhere 

Both liquid, ice and vapour is water in different forms 


In the same way, You are one - Only: 
Your forms are different 

Even theough you appear 

In different shapes and forms 

Your substance is the same 

And you are the ultimate Truth. 


Graciously, help us to realise these, 

by removing from our hearts 

the lack of understanding you. 

We fall at your sacred feet of Grace and 
pray to unite us 

so that we will grow high in spiritual realms. 


Conclusion: 


Religions that took their origin from the Dravidian race are together 
known as Dravidian Religions. Though they had sound doctrines and rich 
traditions, later on they were diluted, distorted and corrupted by Aryan 
Brahminism. Also the Dravidians were segregated and degraded by 
Brahminism. Brahminism has lead to the development of casteism and 
racism. Cateism and racism segregated and degraded the Indian society 
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as well as the world society. When caste, religious and racial clashes 
increased peace and harmony of the oppressed people became the Casualty. 


In order to restore peace and harmony, Dravidian religion has to be 
restored because it is a Universal religion in which all the major 
religions of the world form its denominations. 


Theism is a Spiritual Concept. Atheism is also a Spiritual Concept. 
Atheism has affinity with Humane love. 

Theism has affinity with Spiritual Knowledge. 

Spirituality is connected with Sixth Sense. 

Humane love is also connected with Sixth Sense 

When the Sixth Sense starts functioning 


Humane Love as well as Spirituality begin to blossom.. 
Spirituality is different from Religion. 

When spirituality subordinates to politics it becomes religion. 
When spiritualists obey politicians they become Religionists. 
Religionists instigate religious fanaticism. 


The people become fanatics. They lose their thinking power. 
They become slaves. Clashes are thus created. 

As people become slaves and clashes are created, 
Humane love, Peace and Harmony get destroyed. 


Because of the destruction of Humane Love 

evil tradition is originated 

where evil deeds get upper hand and good deeds get suppressed. 
Because of evil traditional rights 

Humane Love and Spirituality are buried totally. 

Out of politics and spirituality, 

both of which are functioning in religion, if politics is separated, 
people will be liberated from religious fanaticism. 


If people are liberated from religious fanaticism, 

they will know spirituality and experience spirituality. 

If the people will experience spirituality Humane Love will bloom and 
traditional disparities will disappear. 


When spirituality and Humane Love blend, peace and harmony will 
blossom. 192 
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102. INDIA IN THIRD MILLENNIUM, Dravidian Spiritual Movement, F.P.2000, Pp.4,5 
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